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Let the beauty of the outdoars bring the warmth ot wood to vour home inside and
aut nspire plans tor your new dream home or remodel with a rustic flair.
WoodHaven's log siding and knottv-pine paneling are precision-cut from hand
selocted timber harvested here in Morthern Michigan. What Mother Nature started,
WoodHaven finishes in style - visit one of our showrooms to see the possibilities.

T City, Mic higan Bdicy, Adic higan

woodhavenlogo.com
1-865-0h 6060 1-880 08 0 j
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Unique Christian non-profit store
selling gifts from around the world. ®M[B@WME
> Unique Gifts :
1215 W. 8th Street * Mio, MI 48647

800-289-2845 - 989-826-5590
www.miopineacres.com

Books for all ages

Greeﬂng Cards email: info@miopineacres.com
Bibles, Coffee, <ATV RIDING>
DIRECT ACCESS TO ATV TRAILS
Teq, Cocoa .Our store carries Groceries, Camping Supplies.,
Firewood, Propane, Ice, Clothes and River Supplies
LOCATION: PHONE: such as Water Guns, Water Shoes and Inflatables!
The little 989-848-5400
shop on the HOURS: Try our made to order,
corner of M33 Mon-Sat - '
and M72. A, fresh hand-tossed pizza!
Fairview, MI ~2 P Pizzas are available seasonally.

Open May 1 - Oct 15
(weather permitting)

FREE WIFI Passport America Accepted

Special Orders
New & Used Books

We Shipl
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CANOEING CAMPING ORV TRAILS
KIDS FUN PARK, CROSS COUNTRY SKIING,
MUSEUMS, FISHING, HUNTING, HIKING,
SNOWMOBILES, SHOPPING, AMISH COMMUNITY,
BIRD WATCHING, WILDLIFE & LOTS MORE!!!

Contact Us At:

Chamber of Commerce for Oscoda County _ _ _
201 S. Morenci Ave. 1 800 8090 61 33
P.O. Box 670, Mio, M| 48647
Email: chamber@oscodacountymi.org 989_8?.3:3 33 1

On the Web at: www.oscodacountymi.org Facebook

Four Seasons of Fun
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Welcome to Oscoda Coun
A FOUR SEASON PLAYGROUND

Looking for a place where you can find some good old-
fashioned fun any time of the year? Try Oscoda County.
Located just north of Michigan's Heartland and on the
west side of the Sunrise Side, this “four-season play-
ground” has something to offer everyone all year long.

Snowmobilers will find hundreds of miles of groomed
trails crisscrossing the area. Oscoda County’s trail system
is one of the best in Northern Michigan and connects
with the trail systems of counties to the east and west

as well as the north and south. Many visitors spend
several days on the trails, spending each night in a dif-
ferent community. The trails are groomed each week

by a volunteer grooming organization and maps of the
county’s trails are readily available from local businesses.

Winter fun is not limited to snowmobiles. Cross-
country skiers will find miles and miles of trails avail-
able for their sport. A good example is the Loud
Creek Nordic Ski Area. Located just two miles from
Mio, the ski area has several trails available ranging
from easy to very difficult. A total of 12 kilometers of
trails wind through the Huron national Forest, along
Loud Creek, across fields and up and down hills.

The downhill skier and snow boarder will ind liter-
ally dozens of challenging slopes all across north-
ern Michigan all within a short drive from Oscoda
County. Trying to be more in touch with nature?

About the time spring fever starts infecting the major-
ity of the population, the Au Sable River Valley is putting
on a new face. The buds are graduating to leaves. The
famous Au Sable River is flowing full and fast carrying
away the last of the winter snow. The sun warms the
earth and the forest comes alive once more. Deer can be
easily seen along the roadways where they devour the
first of spring’s new grass. Turkey hunters, trout fishermen
and mushroom pickers all eagerly await their seasons.
Each spring, the abundance of state and national lands
make Oscoda County a popular spot with turkey hunt-
ers. Wild turkeys can be seen at any time of the day and
along every road in the area. In fact, Fairview lays claim
to the title, "Wild Turkey Capital of Michigan” In the early
sixties, two hundred and forty wild turkeys were released
here due to a combined effort between the Michigan
Department of National Resources and private citizens.
The birds were raised from eggs laid by hens purchased
from the State of Pennsylvania. Eventually, the large
population of birds became a nuisance to area farmers.

They were trapped and moved to other parts of the state.

As the snow melts and the sun starts warming up
patches of the forest floor, the morel mushroom
makes its appearance. This usually happens toward
the end of April. The tasty little fungi turns normally
sane people paranoid. They sneak around the woods
looking over their shoulder to make sure they are not
followed as they head for their secret picking spots.

Long before the Au Sable River became popular for
canoeing, it was a mecca for the trout fisherman. A
23-mile stretch of river between Mio and the Forest
Service Road 4001 in Alcona County has been desig-
nated as a National & Wild Scenic river. The portion of
river between Mio and McKinley is quality fishing water.
This means only flies or artificial lures may be used.

The area along the Au Sable is home to the Kirtland’s
Warbler, one of the rarest songbirds in the world. Oscoda,
Roscommon, Crawford and Ogemaw counties repre-
sent the vast majority of the Kirtland's Warbler nesting
area. This community is working with the government to
protect an extremely endangered species. The U.S. Forest
Service conducts tours thru the Warbler nesting area for
visitors. Summer is a great time to drive the Jack Pine
Viewing Tour. This auto tour will total nearly 100 miles.
The East Loop of the tour was dedicated during the first
Kirtland's Warbler Festival in 1994. Tour participants will
drive through a variety of habitats offering a diversity

of wildlife viewing opportunities, from beaver ponds

to bald eagles and loon. The tour winds along the Au
Sable River and throughout the Huron National Forest.

Baseball, hotdogs and apple pie certainly describe sum-
mer in the Au Sable River Valley. Tubing, canoeing, camp- |
ing, biking, road and trail riding, golfing and all kinds i
of warm weather fun abound in the region. Tubing is
starting to rival canoeing as the favorite way of enjoying
the beautiful Au Sable River. Most area liveries offer both
forms of transportation, along with kayaks and family

size rafts. The Michigan Riding and Hiking Trail meanders
through the area and is a perfect way to enjoy the beauty
of the Huron National Forest in a silent setting. Quad run-
ners and motorcycles also enjoy a share of the forest and
have a trail system set aside for their exclusive use. The
Fourth of July brings parades, fireworks, and barbecues to
communities all over the area. Oscoda County has many
quality motels and private campgrounds. The area golf B
courses are not only challenging but offer beautiful views. |+

September not only brings Labor Day, the traditional
end of summer, but starts the hunting season as well.
Grouse and squirrel hunters take to the woods after
the 15th. The deer bow hunters start making prepara-
tions for the October 1 opening of their season.

October is also when the green forest turns into a
panorama of color. A great time to drive the back
and side roads. Be sure to bring a camera.

About the time the leaves quit falling, the lo-

cals are getting ready for the invasion of the blaze
orange hunters. As soon as the deer season is
over and snow covers the trails, the snowmo-
biler is back and the cycle starts over again.

To experience real down home hospital-
ity and have a great time no matter what
the season, visit Oscoda County!
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Oscoda County’s Timberland Quilt Trail

A map and guide to the quilt trail.

Please use caution when you slow or stop to view the quilt blocks.

We're proud to be part of the Quilt Trails of Michigan!

s~ X
DAL
Hg MENTOR
muwe Economic Development Alliance — Bvas ] RO
a1 Timberland Quilt Trail J Timberland Quilt Trail was started in early 2012. Each year
/9'/ imberland Quilt Trai we ha}xlre continued to grow adding blocks during the summer
e months.

wwuw.timberlandquilttrail.org

Contact: Susan Shantz, Coordinator
989-848-5757 or susan@timberlandquilttrail.org
FaceBook: Timberland Quilt Trail

s o ' L e

" Many of the quilt blocks are located on Private progerty and
#| are marked as such. These blocks should be viewed from the
b adjacent public road. You are more than welcome to

| in\gels'tigate the quilt block businesses that are open to the
public.

Guided tours are available! We are indebted to the quilt block hosts for their generosity!
Give us a call to schedule one for a small fee.

Any size group from car to tour bus!

Our quilt blocks are numbered in the order that they were
'I installed. Feel free to view them in any order you desire.
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E"r 1. 201 S. Morenci, Mio. The first block on the

EME  Timberland Quilt Trail is on the 100 year old Chamber of
Commerce building. http:/www.oscodacountymi.org/
index.html

I 2, 1936 Chelser Street, Comins. A Circling Swallows
block is based on a five-generation family quilt. * Private
residence.

-
[rrrres

A“;
-

features an Ohio Star block. * Private residence.

«
an 3. 1778 N. Weaver Rd, Fairview This restored 1947 barn
»4

4. 422 S. Morenci St, Mio. Variable Star block to
celebrate the 4 seasons.

s. 115 West 8th St, Mio. The Au Sable Crossroads was
made exclusively for the Timberland Quilt Trail by
Evelyn Larrison.

6. 3962 Palmer Rd, Luzerne. A Wedding Ring block

g@ adorns the garage of the Williams home. * Private
residence.

» 7. 412 Morenci, Mio. Au Sable River Restaurant has
BN the Fish Fry block. The restaurant is well known for
their fish dinners. Ausableriverrestaurant.com

n'. 1980 Reber Rd, Comins Steiner Museum is the

home of this Log Cabin block. They have collections of
logging and pioneer items from Oscoda County.

’. 1871 N Caldwell Rd, Mio Ohio Star Variation
sponsored by The Au Sable Valley Engine & Tractor
Club at the Fairgrounds.

40, 463 s. Mt. Tom Rd, Mio Ohio Snowflake is a
traditional Amish pattern and reflects the owners
heritage.

11. 115 Deyarmond St, Mio. This block was designed
for Lydia’s Gate, a non-profit committed to providing
temporary shelter for those in need. *Private residence.

‘12 1871 N Caldwell Rd., Mio Summer Winds graces
the stage at the Fairgrounds. Sponsored by the
RIS Nor’east’r Music & Art Festival.

%, 13. 3118 N Weaver Rd, Comins Pampered Beef

K a‘ | sports a Patriotic Block on their barn. They raise all
natural, grass fed beef & is sold at local stores. *
Private residence.

14. 60 South M-33, Mio North Country Realty’s
gt block is Star and Home. It reflects our beautiful north
= country. northcountryrealtymio.usa-mls.com

15. 2899 Kurtz Rd The Carefree Pony block,
designed exclusively for Karefree Ranch. The barn
was built in the 1940s. Find them on FaceBook.

1‘. 2244 Deeter Rd, Luzerne Bigfoot Block is at
® Luzerne Hardware. Bigfoot enthusiasts come here
~~ looking for signs of the elusive creature.

www.luzernehardware.doitbest.com

. 11. 3308 N Abbe Rd, Comins The Woodworkers
Shoppe hosts the Pine Tree Sampler block. Their
showroom has many fine “up North” items for your
home. www.woodworkersshoppe.com

18, 1631 Ryno Rd, Mio Mio Moose Lodge #1035
Mio Women of the Moose sponsored and designed this
block.

1’. 122 Morenci, Mio. The Whirlwind Flag block had
stars added in the center and is on a building that once
housed a bank.

m. Now located in West Branch! Habitat for
Humanity’s ReStore hosts the Heart and Home block
which perfectly represents their mission.

21. 2053 E Miller Rd, Fairview An Amish Mariner’s
Compass at the former Fairview Dollar Store.

n n 430 W. Eighth St, Mio Oscoda County Library.

Books make a perfect block for the library. Follow
them on FaceBook: Oscoda County Library.

2L 28, 4749McKinley Rd, Mio McKinley Civic Assn.
;% made the Fishing Bear applique which represents the
SIERER - wildlife and Au Sable River on their doorstep.
<Y 2‘. 204 W. Ninth St, Mio OC Riverfest sponsored the
L > Northstar Mariner’s Compass block on the Big Red
Barn.

5. 4263 First St., Comins Comins Mennonite
Church sponsored this Cathedral View. The original
church which was destroyed in the 1999 tornado is
remembered here.

”. 850 Galbraith Rd., Mio This barn was built over
70 years ago as a milking barn and the farm has been in
the family for over 100 years. *Private Residence.

,?A. b {I,

ST

(‘ b4 4’: 27. 3746 N Abbe Rd, Comins. Bertha Jane’s Star was
made in honor of Ruth’s maternal grandmother and

e 3

o
e was named a runner-up in a quilt contest.
*Private Residence

28. 330 Schmid Rd, Fairview Richard & Mary are
authors & the owners of Quick Turtle Books and live
near Turtle Creek. https://richardrensberry.com/

29, 503 AFO Jason Wright St, Mio
#51 “Mina Ruth’s” Dollhouse hosts the Sunbonnet Sue
pattern. *Private Residence

300 300 W 8th St, Mio “Road to Oscoda County” was
given in recognition of their support of the trail.

Y

[

PG 31 1676 Caldwell Rd, Mio Double Aster block.
5 Turkey Hill Farm has been in the Esch family since
1902. *Private Residence

32° 4555 Tote Rd, Comins Thin Blue Line made in
memory of Ron Alderman, a retired Detroit policeman.

A 33 vEW Post 4126, 1025 E 8th St, Mio Meo Mio
’\. A Stitchers made this block to honor the Veterans of
e Oscoda County.

3 4. 3780 N Weaver Rd, Comins Cedar Valley Wild

Frontier Fun park is the site of this bright block.
www.experiencecedarvalley.com

350 482 Mio Dr, Mio Mike’s father built a yellow
canoe out of orange crates. He still has the canoe
and this block celebrates that and living near the AuSable
River. *Private Residence

36. Am. Legion Post #162. Luzerne This post was
founded in the late 70’s to serve the veteran’s of the
community. They hold many events and dinners.
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Wﬂ AM 1480

Heidi Brock )

Account Executive

Carroll Broadcasting, Inc.
P.O. Box 549
Tawas City, Ml 48764-0549

Phone: 989-362-3417
B00-585-3515
Fax; 8989-362-4544

E-mail: heidi@hitsfm.net

&mxmyi-m.ﬂ _rag-_g.

-

WQON

The Only Place for

Rock & Roll

www.q100-fm.com

.

(=

Ph. (989) 826-8275 . Cell (248) 890-1028

MI© FENCE CO.

Farm . Residential . Commercial
CUSTOM GATES . POST HOLE DIGGING

All Types of Fencing
Earl Powell

miofence@hotmail.com

/

Y &,
TRIVIA
NIGHT

Saturday, April 2, 2022

Community Center — on 9t St., Mio 6 p.m.
320 per Ticket - Table prices available

Silent Auction - 50/50 Raffle

Food and beverages not provided however

it is encouraged to bring your own

Proceeds to Benefit
Montmorency Oscoda County Child Protection Council

Sponsored by

BlIG CREEK

-7 BUMP & PAINT

For All Your Auto Body Repair Needs
TIG Weldir
Custom Acce

(9891 826-5087

aries Free

2201 N. Deeter Rd., Luzerne,

Enjoy the gorgeous views of the AuSable Valley!

The Lodge is designed to accomodate large groups and will sleep up to
28 of your guests. Everyone is sure to have a once in a lifetime experience
they will never forget. It is the perfect setting for you and your spouse,
family reunions, receptions, retreats, groups, parties or meetings.

Accommodation options are limitless. Call today to reserve your stay.

(989) 826-6156

avlodge.mio@gmail.com

- /
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21st Annual Mio

“First Dam Canoe Challenge”

. ._.1. [i-;}'—-ll'r—-- .

The Mio Pond will be the site
once again for the 21st Annual
“First Dam Canoe Challenge”

The race consists of several catego-
ries for racers to compete in.

The C-2 is a two person, the men’s and
women's C-Tis one individual per ca-
noe. A traveling trophy is awarded to
the winner and they also have a chance

Offers Fun August 27-28, 2022

ll-"_

to win back their sponsorship money.

We also hold races for the “Old Tim-
ers,” Junior, and Fledglings.

Aluminum canoe fun races are held for
the community with prizes awarded.

While the C-2 race draws several teams
who compete in major races, such as the
Au Sable River Marathon, the other races
draw a wide variety of race enthusiasts.

Nt
The race is always held in August,
the weekend before Labor Day. It is
a family orientated event with camp-
ing, fellowship and good food.

For information call
Peg Smutek at 989-390-3889
or Susan Avery at 989-826-3165,
Brian Smutek at 989-826-3402.
Web: miracing.com

Au Sable River Canoe Marathon

The Au Sable Canoe Marathon car-
ries a reputation as one of the most
challenging canoe events in the world.
Over fifty of the one hundred and
twenty mile course is at night. The
event starts at 9:00 p.m. on Satur-
day, the last full weekend of July, and
ends in Oscoda mid-day on Sunday.
The teams pass through the Mio

area during a two-hour window on
Sunday morning. Negotiating through
stumps and deadfalls can endanger

a canoe entering into the Mio Pond
at 2 a.m., and the vastness of the
pond at night can lead a team to be
temporarily lost. Each year, over fifty
teams from across North America
step forward for the challenge.

Mio marks the greatest hurdle for
teams hoping to finish the event. The
paddlers must pass the Mio Dam
within seven hours of the start to
avoid disqualification. This is done in
the interest of safety and prevents
the entries from being spread over

too great a distance up and down

the river. Marathon volunteer Wayne
Koppa stated, “The Mio Pond is a
challenge in daylight and more so in
the middle of the night. We have seen
excellent racers not make the cutoff
at Mio. If you're not in Mio by the
seven hour limit, it is time to call it a
night; things are not working for you

Grayling to Oscoda - July 30 - 31, 2022

Au Sable Canoe Marathon Says

“THANKS”

to all fans and supporters.

Check out the 74th running of North America’s
Premier Canoe Race July 30 & 31, 2022

Crystal Filley, former marathon vol- Schedule:

unteer remarks, “The marathon has Grayling Start (Sat.). . . . ... .. 9:00 p.m.
strong ties to s 1D E1Tee, The{ Mio McMasters Bridge . . . ... ... 11:45 p.m.
Dam continues to be a huge milestone

during the conduct of the event. And Parmalee Bridge . . ... ... .. 12:45 p.m.
it goes without saying that in many . .

sports, you would have to travel to Camp TenBridge . . . . . ... .. 1:55 a.m.
see the best in the world, but when MioDam. . . . ........... 2:15a.m
it comes to marathon canoeing, the ) .

best in the world can be seen right McKinley Bridge. . . . . . ... .. 4:00 a.m.
in our backyard, the Au Sable River” 4001Bridge . . . ... ....... 5:00 a.m.
Marathon details are available at AlconaDam. . . .......... 5:30 a.m.

www.AuSableCanoeMarathon.
org. You can watch the progress
of the race on the website that is
updated throughout the event.

Race night updates — entries & more
www.AuSableCanoeMarathon.org

Premier Canoe Marathon in North America — Possibly the World!
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(Since 1933) % g

P.O. Box 39 - Mio, Michigan 48647
P.O. Box 390 - Lewiston, Michigan 49756
T

Mi Association
of Insurance Agents
1 'l‘rmfl'm-j'n-mh.{w-ﬁ
Chris McKenzie

Owner
\cmckenzie@kirtlandagency.com

Lewiston Office
(989) 786-7350
Mio Office: (989) 826-3494/

~

FAMILY OWNED AND
OPERATED FOR 40 YEARS

Whltehouse

Disposal
% Services, L.L.C.

* Residential * Roll-off Containers

» Commercial ¢ Special Pick-Ups

B ——
84 West Cherry Creek Road
Mio, MI 48647

(989) 826-3a238

(&=

wwwistatewidemioYcom

AT THE STOP LIGHT IN MIO

Service and Experience
In Real Estate for over 39 years

826-3292

-

Caneeing, Kayvaking,
Rafting & Tubing

Trips from 2% hours to Overnight Trips

COTTAGES
1-2-3 Bedroom - Cable TV - Queen Beds
Air-conditioned - Fireplaces
Complete Kitchens - Swimming - Private Beach
Fishing - Stocked Lakes - Playground
Game Room - Hiking Trails
ORYV or ATV from your cottage to trails.

Brochures: P.O. Box 220, Mio, MI 48647

(989) 826-3267
4 Blocks N. of traffic light on M-33
www.hinchman.com

K ¢ Industrial  * Radio Dispatched (985) 37”'455} \ %Ww .‘.::.:/
4 N ~

Y¢ Outdoor Pavilion
& Fire Place

Y Celebrating
100 Years of
Service

Carry Out Available!
989.826.1013

2262 Deeter Rd. « Luzerne
Follow us on Facebook!
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Fly Fishing On The Au Sable:

This is “The Big Water” made famous by
trophy browns and rainbows and moderate
(but increasing) angling pressure. Special
angling regulations have been in effect for
many years on the run from Mio to McKin-
ley, a distance of about 15 river miles, and
the results are impressive. Brown trout over
20 inches are not at all rare and rainbows
from 14 to 18 inches are free risers whenever
there is a reasonable number of mayflies
available as emergers, duns, or spinners.

It is worth mentioning that | fish this stretch
most often. Over the course of nearly fifty
years on this water, | have rarely seen a trout
over 12 inches eat an adult caddis. This is
not to say that they do not eat the nymphs,
they surely do, but the adult caddis seem to
go about their buggy business unthreatened
by trout. Perhaps the caddis adults below
Mio taste bad. | think the more likely answer
is that the fish are truly spoiled and lazy. An
adult caddis flutters and darts and might
get away. Why waste the energy? Easier
prey will be along shortly. Complement-

ing the prolific mayfly hatches are dense
populations of crayfish, sculpins, darters,
dace, shiners, chubs, and juvenile trout.

The Big Water is logically divided into three
sections or floats. The first run is about eight
miles from the boat ramp in the town of
Mio to the public access at Comins Flats off
McKinley Road. This is a lovely, productive

Mio to Alcona

stretch of river with pools, runs, riffles, and
deep holes. There are only three sites along
this course that have cabins visible from the
river. The rest of the view is forest, specifically
the Huron National Forest. Access is generous
and easy along several USFS numbered trails
on both the north and south sides of the river.

Early-season angling improves when the
water temperature reaches 55 degrees F.
It peaks and holds constant at tempera-
tures between 60 and 68 degrees F. The
Hendrickson hatch can be spectacular

on this water when the peak emergence
coincides with the magic 55-degree mark.
Other hatches to note are the Sulphurs,
brown drakes, Isonychia, and white fly.

The next downstream section is the
reach from Comins Flats to McKinley. It is
about the same length in terms of river
miles but the river’s personality changes
a bit. There are more frequent stretches
of slow water and there is an attendant
build-up of silt. The silt, as you know by
now, harbors the Hexagenia limbata and
this adds spice to the evening soup.

Below Comins Flats there are several very
deep bend holes shaded by heavy foli-
age. These hold super trout that will often
respond to large streamers that mimic
sculpins or crayfish. The riffles, particularly
where they slow and blend into a pool, hold

both rainbows and browns (and, rarely,
brook trout) with a seeming predisposi-
tion to surface-feed. The best dry-fly action
is during the Hendrickson, brown drake,
and whitefly hatches, but Sulphurs and
mahoganies in late May, and Hex during
early June, can produce superb angling.

From McKinley downstream to USFS 4001,
the river runs entirely through the Huron
National Forest. There are no cabins or
structures of any kind on this wilderness float.

The current is a bit slower and there is more
silt in this reach, so the numbers of Hexage-
nia limbata mayflies increase proportionately.
Usually the hatch begins about June 12 and
continues through the first of July. In addi-
tion to the Hex, anglers find the Hendrickson,
Sulphur, brown drake, Isonychia, and whitefly
hatches rewarding. Large sculpin streamers
fool big fish throughout the year, particularly
at dawn or dusk, or on heavily overcast days.

Trout anglers will sometimes hook into
trophy-sized smallmouth bass on stream-
ers and, more rarely, a large walleye from
one of the deep holes in this section

By Bob Linsenman reprinted with per-
mission from his book the Michigan
Blue-Ribbon Fly-Fishing Guide
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Clean, Comfortable, Affordable

Auto, Commercial, Residential Glass 1 Minute N. of Au Sable River

Windshield Stone Chip Repairs * Kitchenettes * Free In-room Coffee
Brakes - Tires - Exhaust - Welding * 1 & 2 Bedroom Units * Picnic / Bonfire Area
* Direct TV * Pets Welcome / Free
* Daily, Weekly, Monthly * Refrigerators in All Rooms

/ Mike's Auto & Glass Repair " NORTHERN VIEW MOTEL

FREE WIRELESS
75 E. CHERRY CRK. RD.

3|qes ny

525 S, Morenci Ave (989) 826-3775 oo )
P.0. Box 532 (989) 826-5041 202 J M3

b JONY

Mio, MI 48647 mikesautomio@yahoo.com e lESII MIO, MICHIGAN 48647
N " Open All Year! gs (989) 826-3830 )
4 . N (€ s B
STIHL PGLARIS r:[()li()m Nmﬂ r 35N rnLﬁl;Fr:SmEEdﬂr:hlt?:Ejaﬁu
IMEs Mortn of Mio on M-
. Storage Barns, LLC (989) 826-1000
Kllmmek Lt ahte Sfatrane Eabni, ‘-"':-.'-_:;5'_'.F_.;;;'."_«:,_'_<-

SALES & SERVICE, INC. :- LaVerne Miller

: Daryl Miller
Dave & Cathy Klimmek AW B  David Kauffman
989-826-3695 v IPaul Mill er
Fax 989-826-2233 1183 S. Mapes Rd. " s Timothy Miller
\mm_hlimmeksales.mm Mio, MI 48647 )

4 ~

All Natural

Local Farming at its Best! D Product

Mark & Kimberly Radisovich, Owners 2586 Stitt Rd.
Radisovichfarms@gmail.com Mio, M| 48647
989-826-6530 Wed - Sat from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sunday from Noon to 4 p.m.
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Super Hatches for Michigan Trout Streams

HATCH PERIOD SIZE HATCH PERIOD SIZE
MAYFLIES CADDIS
Blue-Winged Olive (Baetis vagans) late April through May ~ 18-20  Little Black Caddis (Chimarra aterrima) ~late April, early May 18
Mahogany (Paraleptophlebia adoptiva) May 16 Popcorn Caddis (Nectopsyche) June, July  14-16
Hendrickson (Ephemerella subvaria) late April, May ~ 12-14  Rusty Caddis (Ptilostomis) June, July 8-10
Sulphur (Ephemerella invaria) late May 14 Gray Caddis (Brachycentridae) May, June 14
Sulphur (Ephemerella dorothea) late May-early June* 16-18  Brown Caddis (Pycropsyche) August, September 1012
Gray Drake (Siphlonurus rapidus) late May-early June 12 STONEFLIES
Brown Drake (Ephemera simulans) early June 10 Giant Black (Pteronarcys dorsata) June, July 4
Hex (Hexagenia limbata) mid to late June 6 Brown Stonefly (/soperia signata) May 10
Light Cahill (Stenacron) Julyand August 1214 vy sally (Isoperia biliniata) June, Juy 14
Blue-Winged Olive (Ephemera lata) July and August 16

i ) ) Super Hatches for Michigan Trout Streams
Trico (Tricorythodes stygiatus) August, early September 24
White Fly (Ephoron leukon) mid August-September 14

ADA fishing pier at
Joseph Pillars Park

Recently constructed venue in Oscoda County located just
north of the Au Sable River off of Pond Drive, the Joseph Pil-
lars Park was officially dedicated and opened.

Joe Pillars has been an advocate for access to the Au Sable River
for many years. He has been responsible for many of the over-
looks and places to get your feet wet along the River.

During the planning stages for this new venue it was determined that not
only was it possible to build a first class fishing pier, it would also be possible
to make access to that pier Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant.
The pier has 2 access routes one that includes a series of switchbacks with less
than a 6% grade for wheel chairs and another with a slighter steeper grade
and a set of steps to accommodate whomever wishes to use the facility.

Additional fishing piers at Camp 10 Bridge and Pond Drive.

Fe - * - 2 i“'l'
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Skviine

Event Center

3309 N. Abbe Rd, Comins, Ml - 989-848-5780

Concerts, festivals, community
events, free Wi-Fi, & more!

Available for business
and private events.
Follow on Facebook

"State Wide Real Estate of Mio
P

ilweeks m@n—
THOMAS GALBRAITH AT THE STOP LIGHT
ASSOCIATE BROKER IN MIO

 umsstlneem ) 826-3292

a%aaai

MIO PIZZA SHOP M

e
\-[‘E ﬂ

R

421 S. Morenci
Mio, Ml 48647

989-826-5746

Your Hosls: ﬁl
Dave Utley Il and Tracy Hobbs

R

"ﬁ- Go!d Fux Lodge =gt

Vintage
Riverfront
Log Cabin

(_ Sugarbwsh

{IOME OF THE PINK ELEPHAN’I) \
g B ™
| Tel: (989) 826-1737
/ P.O.Box 579 515 Lookwood Lane
_HJ e JJJLH' Sy Mio. Mi 48647
WAPLE| CRE/ \_.ALJJJ X SPECIALTY
Abe & Ruth Schmucker
1442 N. Galbraith Rd. « Mio, MI 48647
SRRl 989-826-3160 _
JULLESS “ :
SUNRISE

* L SULM T .l,
e% fihy
La T

FARMERS KITCHEN
Bakery © Deli
Deli Sandwiches Made fo Order
Breakfast Sandwiches

CREAMERY
Milk e lIce Cream © Butter * Yogurt
Cheese © Creamery Tours

50 W Kittle Mio MI 48647
989-826-8368

Mon-Fri 6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Closed Sunday

2N

*2 Room Suites w/ Jacuzzi *In-Room Jacuzzis

"IndoorHealed Pool” H
* In-Room Hair Dryers * Cabia TV

* rons/Boards * Wi-Fi * Microwaves

* Refrigarators * All Queen and King Beds

i L M s Tl Taale oo
i Tub*AirConditioners

Continental Breakfast
Military, Veteran, Police, Fire,
Senior, and Group Discounts

www.ausablevalleyinn.com

Email; mewaﬁons@uusablemﬂeyinmmnb
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The Au Sable A National Scenic River

Avu Sable River

A National Scenic River
Huron-Manistee National Forests
Mio Ranger District

[} |
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Mitchell Street; Cadillac, MI 436010, [231)775-2421

‘ i
10 McKinley Trail Camp B T8 [ ] @ o |
11_McKinley Landin (HIE 8 | @ e o iy g e r
12 Buttercup BEnsl | e =
13_O'Brien Lake -] -] A 5
|5 Au Sable Scenic Overlook 14 Bear Istand 2n Se- L
[5 Meadow Springs 15 PrimitiveCamps | | [ [ | e = e
[7_DNR Comins Flats Access 16_Gabions Campground HEANSB]| B~ — o 002505 1Mk
Cathedral Pines 17_Au Sable Highbanks Overlook B [ ™ PR T ————"
E Davis Rest Stop 18 4001 Bridge Landing BR8] = W ey
T USDA Fomest Service makes no warranty, expressed or implied, regarding the data displayed on this map, and reserves the right to correct, -H_HW ——
update, modify or replace this information witheut notification. For more information costact: G15 Coordinstor: Huron-Masistes NEs: 1755 5. E'-u- = brin =il

Pl gl Pt 4 g T i e S b e

The Au Sable National Scenic River is a
23 mile segment of the main stream of
the Au Sable River in Oscoda and Alcona
Counties, near the communities of Mio
and McKinley. The segment begins one
mile below Mio Pond and ends just below
the Forest Road (4001) Bridge. The legal
boundary can be seen on National Scenic
River maps or available at the Mio Ranger
District of the Huron National Forest.

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, PL. 90-542,
became law on October 2, 1968. Its pur-
pose is to preserve “certain selected rivers
which, with their immediate environment,
pose outstanding remarkable geologic, fish
and wildlife, historic or cultural or other
similar values...in a free flowing condition...
for the benefit and enjoyment of pres-

ent and future generations” After seven
years of consideration, this 23 mile seg-
ment of the Au Sable was designated a
National Scenic River on October 4, 1984.

The Huron National Forest has prepared
a Management Plan, as directed by the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, to provide
guidance, specific direction and iden-
tify projects and improvements needed
to manage the Au Sable for the next
ten years or until revision is needed.

The Mio Ranger District has been
awarded the job of administration of
the Scenic River corridor. Manage-
ment objectives identified are to:

1. Preserve the river’s free flowing condi-
tion and its existing water quality.

2. Retain the existing natural, undeveloped
appearance of the river’s shoreline.

3. Protect all significant archeological,
historic and scientific values within the
river’s corridor for future generations.

4. Provide users of the river cor-
ridor with an opportunity for a

semi-primitive experience.

5. Reduce the conflicts between differ-
ent users of the river and the stress of
user activity on the river’s ecosystem.

6. Protect and enhance the habitat of
fish and wildlife in the river corridor.

Specific projects which have been identified in
the Scenic River Plan are now being imple-
mented. Examples of projects include im-
provements to the McKinley and 4001 Bridge
access sites, various soil erosion abatement
projects along the shoreline, designation of
camping sites and the installation of rest stop
facilities, closure of roads not needed for the
administration of use of the river, construction
of fish habitat improvements in tributaries,
and the installation of informational signing.

Contact information:

U.S. Forest Service

107 McKinley Road Mio, Ml 48647
989-826-3252
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“You Call. We Haul”
1-800-884-1688

232 N. Mt. Tom Rd.

P.0. Box 520

Mio, MI 48647
HWW.HHH[IPIETITI‘HEHIH[I.WN

Dale Handrich - President

889-826-3677
§83-350-3630 - Cell

Dale@HandrichTrucking.com

Spacious 3 Bdrm. Chalets on Private Pond
Fireplace - Carpeted - Kitchen - Bath
Open Year ‘round e Call for Reservations

THE CoOUNTRY CHALETS
552 W. Kittle Road - Mio, Ml 48647

M 989-826-3575
AMISH COUNTRY

\_ www.theenchantedforest.com/TheCountryChalets /

N

COME VISIT ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL AREAS IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN!

4 N
D & D
Renovations, LLC
SEAMLESS GUTTERS
FLOORING INSTALL « CUSTOM TILE WORK
989-787-0392

Mio, Michigan
www.facebook.com/DandDRenovationsLLC
\_ DandDRenovationsLLC@gmail.com Licensed and Insured Y.

Mio Moose Lodge #1035 b
Women of the Moose #68

Member Campsites  Free wifi

Michigan Lottery & Keno
Located 4 miles west of Mio on M-72

1631 W Ryno Rd, 48636

PO Box 35, Mio, MI 48647

389-826-5800 Facebook: Mi0 Moose Lodge #1035/

(- )
2 The Wanehouse
Furniture, Appliances, Electronics & Mattresses
@-=... ViasatV® S DIRECTV !..' :

Satellite TV & Internet Services
- G
@ LG Bectronics —_

Find us an
Bl Ficcbook  FRIGIDAIRE

~

[ Oscoda County Abstract Inc

Prampt Professional Service

ooainef@izk.com

377 8 Mt. Tom Road
Mio, Michigan 48647

Fax 989-826-3204

Husqvarna Chain Saws
Wood & Gas Stoves
Do it Best Rental Center
Sporting Goods
(989) 848-2700
\Www,fairviewhardware.com

\_ Www. thewarehouseinmio.co  989-826-5100 AR v \‘]39 -B26-5832
/ ° L L \
RS Fairview ’m Copper Fox Lodge -ﬁ*
BeSt Hardware | Log Cabin
‘ Luxury on the
Our Specialties include:

AuSable River

4-Season
Romantic Getaway

\W.Copperfox]odge.cor@
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Family Picnic and Family Gathering Spots
Parks with Pavilions

Big Creek Comins Elmer Township Park
Township Park Township Park 863 W. Kittle Rd.,

On the AuSable River On Perry Lake Mio MI 48647

260 Deeter Rd,, Reber Rd., 989-826-3451

Luzerne MI 48636 Fairview M| 48621 Greenwood

Comstock Park
2173 Deeter Rd.,
Luzerne, MI 48636

Boney Park
1398 Maple Dir,
Fairview M| 48621

Township Park
4030 Williams Rd.,
Lewiston, MI 49756
989-786-7872

THE GROW SHOW

Oscoda County Park

On the Mio Pond

1110 Jay Smith Dr,

Mio, Ml 48647
989-826-5114

Oscoda County
Fairgrounds

1689 Caldwell Rd.,

Mio MI 48647
989-826-1108

& SPRING TREE SALE

Smith Lake Park
On Smith Lake
Caldwell Rd.,,

Mio M| 48647

Township Park
First St,,

Comins Ml 48619
989-848-2729

Saturday, May 7, 2022 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

at the Lovely Oscoda County Fairgrounds

DOOR PRIZES ~ FREE ADMISSION

VENDORS ~ DEMONSTRATIONS

ITEMS FOR SALE: Seedlings,Transplants, Shrubs, Hostas,
Fruit Trees & Shrubs, Perennial Plants, Hanging Baskets,
Lawn, Garden, Landscaping and Outdoor Craft Items

\(c

Sponsored By: The Oscoda County Conservation District,
Chamber of Commerce for Oscoda County
and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

\ /

117
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A ACRISURE’| AGENCY PARTNER
56 RICHARD DRIVE  MIO, MI 48647

1 989 826-6607

. www.NuStarInsurance.net
Oscoda County
District Library

Mio Branch
M—-F:9am.-5:30 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. — 1 p.m.

989-826-3613

Fairview Branch
Monday: 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.
Wednesday: 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.
989-848-0994

B
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We are here for you.
The Working Class!

BLUE COLLAR

BLACK RIFLE
COFFEE COMPANY

COME VISIT ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL AREAS IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN!

~
Whitetail Deer Hunts

Pheasant Hunts
Cabin Rentals
Trout Fishing

524 Miller Road - Mio, Michigan
248-762-3314

www.cherrycreekfarm.com

- )
/ _l\... _|_... " = \
4 E & ol o
gk -“1" . & 'ﬁ\i :\'_‘-'_pn\:_‘:\.{"i}f
PEEEfl el & N
L Ving
Michael Thomson |, ™=, |38 i
Associate Broker (g ) Detrich [, —t
Ph. (389) B26-6100 b v o Real Estate| - \,ﬁ | f{"‘
Fax (989) 826-6114 g ~d I " A
Cell (989) 370-1055  get i’ ¥ L Bl
E-mail: mikeinmio@yahaQ.ooii otk Jus v R i
BO7 Morenci / PO, Box 128/ Mio, MY 48547#8” *  * Mgl
K a = o J

¢ MUCK

?ngﬁ
SHOES
I

0, BOOT COMPANY «d
— lH!:f:iEﬂTT,FI E\};— -
ARIAT
carbhartt
WORK T1

T

200 Morenci Ave. - Mio, MI 48647 - 989-826-8181
www.bluecollarclothingco.com
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Oscoda County Lakes

Oscoda County is home to many lakes. Take time while
enjoying your visit in Oscoda County to see these lakes.

BASS LAKE

LOON LAKE

Access through Clinton
Township Park on
Saddleback Lake Rd.
Comins

* Picnic Area
* Swimming
* Boat Ramp

BIG CREEK

Mainstream, West Branch
& East Branch, Luzerne
Area

Access at Road Crossings
& The Luzerne Boardwalk
* Fly Fishing
« Fishing

Loon Lake Loop off from
M-33

* Picnic Area
+ Swimming

MACK LAKE

Access At USFS park,
County Road 489, Mio

* Rustic Camping
« Fishing
* Boating

MCCOLLUM LAKE

ISLAND LAKE

Federal Campground
and Day Use, On Co. Rd.
486

(Loon Lake Loop)

* Swimming
* Boating

* Picnic Area
» Camping

Boat Access, McCollum
Lake Rd., Curran

+ Boat launch

+ Swimming

« Fishing

* Rustic camping

MIO POND

(Mio Hydro Electric Dam
Backwaters)

Access at Oscoda County
Park, On Jay Smith Drive,

Mio
* Rustic & Improved
Campsites
* Horseshoe pits,
Volleyball Courts
» Swimming
« Pavilion

Access At The End of Pond
Drive Mio

» Camping

* Fishing Piers

* Picnic

* Boat Launch
Access At The End Of
Gerber Rd., Mio

* Rustic Camping

* Picnic

» Swimming
Access At Camp 10 Bridge
Rd.

« Fishing Piers
* Boat Launch
« Picnic Area

COME UP NORTH TO ENJOY FISHING, SWIMMING & BOATI

Helmer Lake Road, Mio

+ Swimming Beach
+ Fishing

* Boating

* Rustic Campsites
* Picnic area

PERRY LAKES

Access At Comins Township
Park, Reber Rd., Fairview

+ Swimming Beach
+ Day Park With Pavilion
+ Boat Launch

SMITH LAKE

Access At Smith Lake Park,
Caldwell Road, Mio

+ County Day Park

* Picnic Area With Pavilion
+ Swimming Beach

* Playground

TEE LAKE

MUSKRAT LAKE

Access At DNR Park On

DNR Access & Park on
Milkie Way Dr,, Lewiston

* Boat Dock & Ramp

| 19

; Mac Lake . ;

WAGNER LAKE

Access At USFS Rustic
Camping Area Wagner
Lake Rd., Mio

* Rustic Camping
* Swimming
» Fishing

AU SABLE RIVER

Access At Joseph Pillars
Park Fishing Pier ADA
compliant,

Access At Parmalee Bridge,
County Road 489, Luzerne

* Rustic Camp Ground
+ Canoe Launch

Access At Big Creek Twp.
Deeter Road, Luzerne

* Rustic Camping
* Picnic Area

* Pavillion

« Canoe Launch

Access at Camp 10 Bridge
Rd.

« Fishing Piers

+ Boat Launch
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Firssd us an
Facebook

Support Your Community while promoting
and increasing your business

1-800-800-6133 or 989-826-3331

The Pines idi
A Fairyiew

9 Hole Golf Course

989.848.5810

experiencecedarvalley.com

%

kwww.OscodaCountyMi.org
/ NTRY F 3
@ o SUPPLY O

389 W. KITTLE ROAD » MIO, MICHIGAN (/4 Mile West of M-33)
989-816-1305
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. * Saturday 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Full Line of Equine, Dairy, Beef, Poultry, Pet Foods and Food Plot Supplies
Winter Peas, Rapeseed, Turnips, Buck Forage Oats, Wheat, Rye, Clover, Alfalfa & More

We have a good
selection of pop
and beer, a growing
selection of spirits

available in airline
. Size bottles, hot dogs
and brats, chips
and other snacks.

Come enjoy a great
round of golf and the
beautiful view from our
newly remodeled patio!

.'."5:?- (989) 848-2792 X 101

EXDBI‘IEHCCCBG&I’V&]IEY com

g
Lashley Funeral Home

Providing dignified professional service

“A tradition of excellence caring
for the one you love.”

2

989-826-5505
Fax: 989-826-5507

318 PEARL STREET * MIO
www.lashleyfuneralhome.com

&> GARLAND

LODGE & GOLF RESORT
Four Unique Courses Originating

From A Single Clubbouse
¢  Varied Onsite Dining Options

& Rustic Lodging From Guestrooms To Homes

(989) 786-2211
WWW.GARLANDUSA.COM
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. The Pines at Fair-

. Cedar Valley Golf Club Caldwell Rd. destination will

- 3757 N. Weaver Rd.,
Comins, MI: 4 miles
North of Fairview on

be on the right. 9 Holes
3. Garland Resort - 4700

M33-Abbe Rd,, turn right N. Red Oak Rd., Lewis-
on Steiner Rd. 1 mile left ton, M1 49756: 4% miles
on Weaver Rd. Course will North of Mio to Mt. Tom

Rd. (just before curve). Turn
left onto Mt. Tom Rd. to
Co. Rd. 606 (Miller Rd.) Go
view Golf Club - 1481 West on Miller Rd. 8 miles
Caldwell Road, Mio, to Co. Rd. 489 (Red Oak
MI: miles north of Mio on Rd.). Go North 62 miles.
M-33/M-72 turn right onto Four 18 Hole Courses

be on your left. 18 Holes

s

Open Mic Night

Located at 4341 W. 1st Street Comins Michigan

Open Mic Night is a relaxing place to have coffee and
snacks, sit back, visit with friends and enjoy live music.

Local musicians of all ages gather in Comins to preform
music the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month 2 p.m. until
4 p.m., and a Potluck Dinner is held the first Friday of the
month from January to the end of March,

2 p.m. to 5 p.m., and in April back to 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

If you like Country, Gospel, Blue Grass and Old Time Rock-
n-Roll, stop by to listen or play. Admission is by donation.
Funding for Open Mic is from charitable donations with
no public funding. Open Mic is also available for a mod-
est fee for parties, weddings and family reunions. For
more information call Dave Johnson at 989-390-6977.

Where to find great golf in Oscoda County

| 21
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COME VISIT ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL AREAS IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN!

T'he Oscoda County

The source for local news & information

Stay in touch for as little as 75¢ per week!

Call to subscribe

989-826-5047

oscodaherald.com
109 East 10th Street, Mio

Ty

L)

989-826-1920 Phone

&

SERVING OSCODA & SURROUNDING COUNTIES

~

BELL TITLE AGENCY OF MIO -
Auto Value Mio
300 S Deyarmond St
Mio, Michigan 48647 508 S. Morenci Phone: 989-826-3800
\I_cc.ated one block from M33 behind Marathon Station D \Mio, Ml 48647 Fax: 989-826-6483/

Custom Paint
Full Amsoil Line
Hydraulic Hoses

Trailer Tires

-

.

Whether you are up for the weekend, here on vacation, or a year round
resident the Fairview Food Market believes you should get the customer service
you deserve. Get treated like royalty by employees who go out of their way to
make your day. Shop at the Fairview Food Market to see why our customers
say we have the best customer service. When you're here be sure not to miss
our selection of award winning jerky, snack sticks and bacon.

smwr— -  Come Experience Fairview
m Food Market's Friendly

Service and Unique Selection.
Everything from Quality

Meats to Campfire Treats!!!

We are also famous for our homemade Donuts and fresh baked
bread. Not to mention the freshest Produce in the area.

View our live sky cam at fairviewfoodmarket.com
to see current weather conditions.

Open Monday through Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Closed Sundays

Located on the corner of M-33 and M-72 in Fairview.

%

~

- DANIEL
-~ BLAMER

MASTER TAX ADVISOR
FRANCHISEE

ENROLLED AGENT 620 S. Morenci Ave.

Enrolled to practice Mio, MI 48647
before the IRS Office: 989.826.6521

Fax: 989.826.6040
AVAILABLE YEAR-ROUND dblamer@hrblock.com

\_ HRBLOCK.COM Y,

Lawn Mamtemmce

Fertilizing » Snow Plowing * Leaf Removal
Senior Discounts

1-989-370-5624
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(989) 826-3975

Basements - Septic Systems - Septic Tanks
Sand - Gravel - Fill

Bulldozing - Back Hoe - Ponds Dug o - o
PO. Box 518 st
106 Vine Street iy
s

Mio, MI 48647
A

COME VISIT ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL AREAS IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN!

Jack’s Heating, Inc.

Heating - Cooling

Boiler - Water Heaters
Gas Piping and Conversions
Cottage Winterizing
Pipe Thawing

989-848-5144

\Licensed and Insured
/

:
)

North Country Realty

60 So. M-33, P.O. Box 667, Mio, Mi 48647
989-826-3505
www.northcountryrealtymio.usa-mis.com

ncr@northcountrymio.com

We Deal in the Beauty of the North

(= cervoTo
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-
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While in the areq, checkout Fairview's newest restaurant.
The Smokehouse Café is conveniently located inside
the Fairview Food Market.

This new counter service eatery
features slow smoked pulled pork,
brisket and chicken sliders that are
served on fresh baked dinner rolls
or by the pound. At the Smokehouse
Café you will also find Miss Di's
Homemade sides, like her Loaded
Baked Potato and Burnt Ends
Baked Beans.

Not in the mood for a sandwich? Try one of

our 14" Thin Crust Pizzas that start with

our own scraich made dough, homemade

. pizza sauce, our own blend of mozzarella
and parmesan cheeses, and all of your

favorite toppings including Fairview Food

Markets own Shoulder Bacon.

Hours 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. Monday thru Saturday Closed Sundays
Dine in or order carry out by calling 989-848-2820

QO E. Kneeland Rd., Mio, MI 48647 989-826-3388J

Located inside of the Fairview Food Market on the
\ Corner of M-33 and M-72 in Fairview. /
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Elk Country Gobblers NWTF

The NWTF local chapter, The Elk Coun-
try Gobblers, meet at 9:00 a.m. the
second Tuesday of every month at
9:00 a.m. (except November) at the
Loud Township Hall on M33, Atlanta.

We sponsor an annual BB gun shoot for
children of all ages at the Clear Lake State
Park in Atlanta, MI. The kids love it, they
compete with other members of their
family, and friends. The targets and the bb
guns are furnished. Call Frank for details.

Our annual Burgers and Brats picnic
is September 10th, 2022, this year at
the Clinton Town Hall in Comins. The
public is welcome. Come and meet
the Gobblers and enjoy a free meal.
Bring a dish if you want, there is al-
ways lots of food and conversation.

Money raised from these events goes
to conservation and habitat replace-
ment in our area. The Gobblers have
a scholarship program open to all
seniors in the Mio, Fairview, Comins,
Lewiston, Hillman, and Atlanta area.
We support hunter safety and pro-
mote all outdoor programs.

X

We are in partnership with Citizens for
Pro Wildlife Management, Michigan Unit-
ed Conservation Club , the DNR, Ducks
Unlimited, Pheasants forever, Ruff Grouse
society, and other conservation groups.

We welcome new members to our open
meetings. All events and meetings are

open to the public. Any questions about
the NWTF or The Elk Country Gobblers,
please call Frank Darling, 989-848-5234.

Ruffed Grouse and Woodcock hunting
in Oscoda Co. Michigan - A non resident’s perspective!

Many of us come from out of state to take
advantage of the vast grouse and woodcock
hunting opportunities that this state and
county has to offer. Way too many years ago
when my hair had color and no gray, a few
friends and | wanted to take a trip out of
state and get the best bang for our buck in
our quest to get our dogs into good grouse
and woodcock populations.This type of bird
hunting with bird dogs has been in my blood
since an early age. | grew up in a state that
had birds a plenty but that's not the case now
due to loss of quality habitat and available
land to hunt on. In our quest to find a good
area with plenty of birds for our dogs and us
to hunt required a lot of research into many
states’ Department of Natural Resources.
Michigan and Oscoda county and surround-
ing areas had the best flush count. It is the
best of both worlds for both local grouse and
woodcock and if timed right you can connect
with the northern flights of woodcock migrat-
ing south for the winter months. This area in
general has plenty of accommodations with
reasonable rates and beautiful scenery along
with restaurants in the area competing for the
best food. Many of the small businesses in
this area depend on the sportsmen for their
livelihood and are very accommodating to
your needs. Our first hunting trip here was
the best we had experienced and far exceed-
ed our expectations. What a great adventure
we had and decided to make it our annual

trip that starts our bird hunting season. Every
year we experience the anticipation and the
exuberance of the trip. Over the years we
have come across many other nonresident
hunters either hunting in the field or enjoying
a meal at one of the local eateries. A few of
these hunters have become my very close :
friends. We stay in touch throughout the year ==
talking about our previous and upcoming an-
nual hunting experiences. Some of the town =
folks as well look forward to our arrival as we
have become good friends over the years,
with new stories to tell and giving us the
inside information on new local hunting hot
spots discovered since our absence. So in
conclusion  to this bird hunting overview "
if you are a resident or nonresident .
Grouse and Woodcock hunter | can't ¥ / \ '
imagine a better place to visit | L
fulfilling your hunting experi- '
ence.  The state DNR and
National and State Forests
are a good source of
information for grouse

and woodcock

habitat and hunt-

ing areas. Hope

to see you

there.

Sincerely

Dale

M.




Amy's Confection
Connection

463 Mt. Tom Rd., Mio
(989) 390-0518

Asian Cactus Flower Shop
1526 N Abbe Rd., Fairview
(989) 848-0981

Auto Value
508 Morenci Rd., Mio
(989) 926-3800

Au Sable River Outfitters
225 6th St., Mio
(989) 826-6900

Blue Collar Clothing
200 S. Morenci Ave., Mio
(989) 826-8181

Country Corners
Bulk Food

1284 W. Kittle Rd., Mio
(989) 826-6063

Country Feed Supply
389 W. Kittle Rd., Mio
(989) 826-2305

The Dusty Rose

Clothing Resale

2057 East Miller Rd., Fairview
(989) 390-9928

Fairview Berry

& Flower Farm

3788 Mast Rd., Fairview
(517) 867-2162

Fairview Food Market
1508 N. Abbe Rd., Fairview
(989) 848-2820

Fairview Hardware
1511 N. Abbe Rd., Fairview
(989) 848-2700

Family Bookshelf
1510 N. Abbe Rd., Fairview
(989) 848-5400

Farmers

Kitchen & Creamery
50 W. Kittle Rd., Mio
(989) 826-8368

Highland Lumber
693 E. Kittle Rd., Mio
(989) 848-8000

COME VISIT ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL AREAS IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN!
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Shopping in Oscoda County

Klimmek

Sales & Service
1183 Mapes Rd., Mio
(989) 826-3695

Let's Talk Auction
1491 Perry Creek Rd., Mio
(989) 848-5158

Luzerne Express
3535 Park Rd., Luzerne
(989) 826-5533

Luzerne Hardware
2244 Deeter Rd., Luzerne
(989) 826-8050

Mr. Bill's Grocery
1989 E. Miller Rd., Fairview
(989) 848-2300

Northern Power Sports
30 E. Kneeland Rd., Mio
(989) 826-3388

Northstar Storage Barns
398 S. Mt. Tom Rd., Mio
(989) 826-1000

Parmalee Trading Post
78 N. Red Oak Rd., Lewiston
(989) 826-3543

Radisovich Farms
2586 Stitt Rd., Mio
(989) 826-6530

Senseng's Repair
432 E. Kittle Rd., Mio
(989) 848-8346

Tom'’s Mug & Jug
2 N. Mt. Tom Rd., Mio
(989) 826-5731

Wood Haven

Log And Lumber
1284 S. Mapes, Mio
(888) 988-7463

The Bakery
22 N. Camp Ten Rd., Mio
(989) 826-6294

The Warehouse Appliances
205 W. 9th St,, Mio
(989) 826-5100

The Woodworkers Shoppe
3308 N. Abbe Rd., Comins
(989) 848-5408
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Dining Out in Oscoda County

AuSable River Luzerne Express Mio Pizza Shop The Lunchbox
Restaurant 3535 Park Rd.,, Q 421 S. Morenci, Mio 7095 W. M-72, Curran
412 Morenci Ave., Mio Luzerne (989) 826-5746 (989) 848-7290
(989) 826-3590 (989) 826-5533 Mio Saloon

DJ’s Scenic Bar Ma Deeter's 106 Morenci Ave., Mio

& Restaurant 2262 Deeter Rd.,, (989) 826-6006

47OQ McKinley Rd., Luzerne Smokehouse Cafe

McKinley (989) 826-1013 Award winning BBQ

Garland Resort McDonald’s & more - inside the

4700 N Red Oak Rd., 503 N. Morenci, fairview food market

Lewiston Mio 1508 Abbe Rd,,

(989) 786-2211 (989) 826-8418 Fairview

(866) 995-0309 989-848-2820

www.garlandusa.com

Tour De Donut: A sweet get away

Yeah! We like to hunt and fish, paddle, float and hike. But we like our Donuts. Scattered out in those trees
and farm fields are some delicious confections. Donuts, bear claws, turnovers, long johns, cinnamon rolls,
cupcakes, cakes cookies, croissant, Danishes, strudel, muffins, bread, pastries, and pies. And for those of you
that want everyone to think you eat healthy, an assortment of homemade breads. Take the tour, indulge in a
sweet getaway, make a plan follow the map and enjoy what Oscoda County bakers are whipping up. Enjoy!

1. Amy's Confection 2. The Bakery 3. The Farmers 4. Fairview Food Market
Connection 22 N. Camp Ten Rd., Mio Creamery & Kitchen 1508 N. Abbe Rd., Fairview
463 S. Mount Tom Rd., Mio 50 W. Kittle Rd., Mio

Ell_pu'mlar Rd 3 ) @

Perry freek rd

614 \ 614

Camp 10 Rd

Mio
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In early March as the gloomy days of winter
give way to warmer sunny days of spring,

a new wave of life descends to area maple
sugar bushes. It is the beginning of the
maple sugaring season which will extend for
up to five weeks. This is the only window of
opportunity to harvest this unique natural
food product. It is also the very first agricul-
tural crop harvested of the year in Michigan.

In 2013 there were approximately seven com-
mercial size maple syrup producers along

with many other maple enthusiasts creating a
sweet maple aroma. This was a very produc-
tive season with almost 9,000 gallons of Pure

A Little Free Library is a "take a book, return a book”

free book exchange. In its most basic form, it's a wooden
box of books where anyone may pick up a book or two,
or bring a book to share. Most Little Libraries have books
for all ages and some even have free items to share such
as bookmarks, pencils and holiday themed items.

Anyone may contribute or take books. The more the merrier! If
you take a book (or two) from a Library, you do not need to return
that exact book. However, in order to keep the Little Library full

of good choices for the whole neighborhood, the next time you
swing by the Library bring a few books to share. Little Library book
exchanges function on the honor system; everyone contributes to
ensure there are always quality books inside. This way, we all win!

There are over 50,000 registered Little Free Library book ex-
changes in all 50 U.S. states and over 70 countries around the
world. There are many unregistered Little Libraries too.

MAPLE SYRU

MICHIGAN MAPLE SYRUP

COME VISIT ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL AREAS IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN!

e THE FIRST SURE SIGN OF SPRING
® COMING TO OSCODA COUNTY

=

g 9

Maple Syrup harvested in Oscoda County.

Modern technology has transformed the
maple syrup industry. The nostalgic idea

of collecting maple sap in buckets behind
horses is fast disappearing. Today most com-
mercial producers are utilizing plastic tubing
which connects hundreds or even thousands
of taps to one main collection point. This
maple sap is then pumped or delivered to
the sugar house for processing into Pure
Maple Syrup. Other products produced
may include maple candy, sugar, and cream.
More information, maple recipes, etc., may
be obtained from your local producers

Little Free Library

PRODUCERS IN

MARCH 26-27

or off the Michigan Maple Syrup Associa-
tion website at www.mi-maplesyrup.com.

The Oscoda County area maple sugaring
folks work often as family units or neighbor-
hood enterprises. They invite you to visit
their farms or sugarhouses for tours and
purchases of this sweet nectar. This unique
product is also available at many stores

and shops within the county. And remem-
ber when you see the steam arisin’ from

a cupola or steam stacks on a sap house,
you will know that ‘spring is in the air!’

- Tim Boonstraw, Fairview Maple Farm

Oscoda County has four Little Free Libraries.
You can visit them at the following locations:

Comins Market, 4203 N. Abbe Rd, Comins, MI
Council on Aging, 429 N. Mt. Tom Rd, Mio, Ml
Elmer Township Hall, 863 W. Kittle Rd, Mio, MI
Family Fare, 305 N. Morenci Ave, Mio, MI
King's Home, 1085 E. Miller, Mio, Ml
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Amish Shopping In Oscoda County
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1. North Star Storage Barns -
398 N. Mt. Tom Rd., on M-33/M-72
2'/> miles north of Mio. (989) 826-1000

Country Corners Bulk Food -
3 miles north of Mio to Kittle Rd.,
and west 2% miles. (989) 826-6063

Blue Jay Valley Greenhouse -
Ya south of M33 on Perry Creek Rd.
(989) 848-7337

Echo Ridge Fabrics - 3 miles north
of Mio and 2 miles west on Kittle Rd.,
North 3 miles on Galbraith Rd.

(989) 826-1913

Maple Ridge Metal - 3 miles north
of Mio, west 1 mile on Kittle Rd.,
then %2 miles north on Gerber Rd.
(989) 826-5752

Pine Grove Woodworking - 4 miles

10.

1.

north of Mio and 1% miles west on
Kneeland Rd. (989) 826-6510

The Pioneer Store -
On M-33/72, 2% miles north of Mio.
(989) 826-3580

Country Feed Supply - 3 miles north
of Mio and %2 mile west on Kittle Rd.
(989) 826-2305

Miller Bros. Maple Products -

3 miles north of Mio and 1 mile west on
Kittle Rd, % mile north on Gerber.
(989) 826-5073

The Bakery - 2 miles north of Mio and
2%, miles west on Cherry Creek Rd.
(989) 826-6294

Highland Lumber - E. Kittle Road
1% miles E. of M-33
(989) 848-8000

12. Farmers Kitchen & Creamery -
On the corner of Kittle Road and M33,
50 W. Kittle Mio MI 48647
(989) 826-8368

13. Nature’s Beauty Rustic Store -
4 miles north of Mio, east 1% miles on
Kneeland Rd. (989) 848-2806

14. JB Harness and Leather Shop -
331 N. Mt. Tom Rd., Mio (989) 826-8024

15. Sweet Sucess Sugarbush -
3 miles north of Mio, west 2 miles on
Kittle Rd., north 2 miles on Galbraith Rd.
(989) 826-3160

16. Sensenig’s Repair - East on Kittle Rd.
1 mile off M-33
(989) 848-8346
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Skyline Event Center D

Serving our Communities

Located just south of Comins on M-33, the Skyline Event Center offers a place to cel-
ebrate life, work, art, music, and special events throughout the year. The log building, sur-
rounded by 25 acres, provides an excellent venue for indoor and outdoor activities.

Have a special event of your own? Rent the Skyline for your family T

or business gathering, conference, meeting, reception, party, or any E_E‘}E‘f“ﬁ E

other occasion, indoors or outdoors, in these beautiful surroundings. Bt ey ;:i'.,;;t-ﬁl- -~
9 R *.2:;&..

Concerts, exhibits, community events, and educa- LR TaitEr

H

tional offerings happen throughout the year. foadl TU O EETE,
B *!I,E
For the latest information about concerts and other public events, follow [E] ‘&hl“rfl ‘::.ﬂ "
the Skyline Event Center on Facebook, visit the website at https.//sites. 4y
google.com/view/skylineeventcenter/home, or call (989) 848-5780.

Past events at the Skyline:
* Inside/Outside Concerts + Clinton Township Pumpkin Fest

* Art Festivals » Weddings, birthdays, graduations,
open houses, retirements, fam-
ily dinners, receptions, parties,

« Made in Michigan Market family reunion, corporate retreat.

+ Clinton Township Fireworks

Call to schedule your event.

Generous support from sponsors makes our programs available year-round.

e f—-_-‘—""\_
B ; N
THE WOODWORKERS SHOPPE
o Cud
Skviine

Event Center

3309 N Abbe Rd, Comins, Ml - 989-848-5780
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Our Lady of the Woods Shrine
(Located on M-72, one block west of M-33)

Our Lady of the W

A Symbol of Faith

Come experience the peace and splendor
of the Our Lady of the Woods Shrine. This
hidden gem is worth the trip to the small,
rural town of Mio, Michigan in Oscoda
County. The Shrine, located on M-72 just
west of the intersection of M-33 (which

are main roads traveling through Mio), is
actually a composite of shrines in a single
unit. It is a mountainous limestone structure
honeycombed with grotto sand niches to
explore. This Marian Shrine has 32 Carrara
marble statues and plaques that depict
various scenes of the apparitions of Mary.
The Shrine has for the most part retained
its essential form, massing and design since
its original dedication on September 4,
1955. However, a Christ the King statue, Our
Lady of Czestochowa Mosaic, and a Family
Grotto were added and dedicated in 1958.

Visitation at the Shrine continues to be on
the increase. Many people drive by on their
way through town numerous times before
finally taking the time to truly experience this
magnificent exhibit of faith. While visiting
the Our Lady of the Woods Shrine, people
frequently comment on the beauty of the
Shrine and grounds. Stop and take a look!

Outdoor lawn chairs Masses are planned
for Saturdays in June, July, and August.

You're welcome to stroll the grounds
anytime. See the Pietain the front walk-in

oods Shrine Saint Mary Catholic Church
Mio, MI 48647 . 989-826-5509 - www.olwshrine.org

grotto. Walk around toview the various
depictions and enter the Holy Fam-

ily walk-ing rotto on the back side of the
Shrine. The true beauty of the Shrine
cannot be seen when driving by in a car.

Our Lady of the Woods Shrine is undergo-
ing restoration in order to retain the shrine
for future generations. The first phases of
restoration involved restoration of some
statues, as well as, roof waterproofing and
stone removal and replacement on the
back wall and front face of the Shrine.
Plans for 2022 include restoration of many
statues and, as funds become available,
the stone platform and steps in the front.

There are a variety of ways people can
support the restoration project. You
can Adopt-a-Statue to help preserve
the statues or purchase personalized
paverstones for placement around the
walkway. Visit our expanding gift shop
or website for more information.

Tours are free. Just call ahead to schedule
a tour so you can hear some of the stories
that have occurred over the years. It will be
worth your time whether you are Catho-
lic or not. Driving by does not give one

the opportunity to enjoy the true beauty
and slender of the Shrine. There is no fee
to visit, so the only thing invested is your
time. You won't regret it. Visit our web-
page to find out more www.olwshrine.org.
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Steiner Museum

Open: May - October
Saturday & Sunday
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Pioneering and Logging History of North East Michigan :
Pancake Breakfast,

Ar.t Show, Quilt Show,
Pioneer Christmas,

1980 Reber Road, Fairview
www.steinermuseum.com

Like us on Facebook at Wilderness Chronicle!

In celebration of Oscoda
Counties’ innumerable
visual Artists, the Steiner
Museum will once again
be host to the Oscoda
County Fine Art Show
2022. This annual event
will feature artists of all
ages in various medi-
ums including, painting,
photography/computer
art, Rendering/illustra-
tions, mixed media,

and Sculpture/3D. Itis
a juried event with first,
second and third place
prizes to be determined
by major sponsors as well
as a separate people’s
choice award chosen

by attendee’s using
$1.00 fundraiser votes.

Posthumous entrants awards-
honorable mention. Elemen-
tary and middle school en-
trants- participation awards.

Art has always been and always
will be a driving force in our
culture. Artists are dreamers
and creators of new dimensions

3

and viewpoints. They capture
beauty, joy and sometimes sad-
ness with aesthetic communica-
tions of color, perspective and
dimension. Itis a valiant quest
by which all artists can strive,

to uplift and emaotionally move
those that perceive their work.

The 2022 Art Show spans three

- : P
- S e, 2
Stelner Museum Fine Art Show 2022

Lt

days with the kick off beginning
Friday evening, August 19. This
is a meet the artist dress affair
from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. with Hors
D'oeuvres, beer and wine. It
will include a silent auction of art
pieces donated by community
artists with proceeds to benefit
the Steiner Museum. The cost
of this special event is $25.00/

Special Tours Available

person if paid
in advance and
$30.00 at the door.

There is free general
admission to the art
¥ show on Saturday
 and Sunday, August
20 & 21. The doors
open at 10:00 a.m.
both days and close
at 5:00 p.m. on Sat-
urday and 3:00 p.m.
on Sunday. The
artist awards will be
announced during
the day on Sunday.

We hope you will
come out and
enjoy the show. |
think you will be
pleasantly surprised
that art is a very vibrant and
thriving local commaodity. It is

a chance look through the eyes
of the past, present and future.

Steiner Museum is located just
north of Fairview at the corner
of M-33 and Reber Road.
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On the second weekend of June, 2022, the
Nor-East'r Music & Art Festival returns to the
Oscoda County Fairgrounds for the 19th time
annually: three straight days of eclectic music
and art, food, dancing, camping, jamming,
drumming, and some of the greatest parkin’
lot pickin” in the state. Three stages host con-
tinuous music morning to night, ranging from
blues to bluegrass, country to new age, jam
bands, old-time, Celtic, folk and even a little
rock. Artists offer varied original work from
woodcarving to glasswork, jewelry to stone-
work, basket-making, fiber art, photography,
and of course, the indispensable festival
tie-dye. All this and more makes Nor-East'r
one of Michigan'’s best festival experiences.

If you're a fan of music, you will want

to check out the national, regional, and
Michigan acts performing on our stages.
The huge main stage is the centerpiece of
the grounds, surrounded by great shade
trees and in close proximity to food and art
vendors, campsites, and bathrooms. The

Parlor Stage is an intimate indoor venue
adjoined to an eatery where you can have
breakfast, lunch, or dinner, or just come to
enjoy the premium live music. The Barn Stage
has everything from dances to children’s
song writing to full bands. On Saturday

and Sunday, workshops for musicians from
beginner to advanced level are hosted in
workshop areas around the grounds.

A juried art fair features artisans and their
own original art and craftmanship. Art-
ists also host workshops, inviting you to
come and learn how to make and cre-
ate, so you can be the artist too.

The development of youth musical talent
and involvement is fostered throughout the
festival program, including a giveaway of
guitars and other instruments for deserv-
ing young people, to help get them started.
There are ongoing children’s activities includ-
ing song writing, open mic, workshops, and
arts and crafts in the children’s craft barn.

| 33

The campgrounds are picturesque and beau-
tiful, offering both rustic and some electric
hookup for RVs. Shaded sites, sunny sites,
flush and vault toilets, hot showers, clean
facilities and of course lots of after-hours
Jjamming. Quiet space can also be found, but
for those that don't want to miss anything,
most campsites are close to all activities.

Nor-East'r is a family-friendly event much
loved for its depth and diversity in musical
talent and its workshops to learn directly from
talented performers. The Oscoda County
Fairgrounds is the perfect location for the fes-
tival — the site is very condensed, making it a
favorite among those that enjoy going to the
varied activities that the festival has to offer.
Come and join our little world of music, art,
fun, and community for a real weekend away.

We hope you'll come and
play with us in June.

www.noreastrfest.org
WL loa T TS w
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AU SABLE VALLEY TRIATHLON

INDIVIDUAL & TEAM
FUNdraising EVENT

AU SABLE VALLEY

TRIAT‘HLON KAYAK - 1 Mile
BIKE - 11 Miles
B RUN - 5K

KAYAK - BIKE - RUN

June 11, 2022

. LovelINC Hosted by Love In the Name of Christ
of Oscoda County with Local Sponsors

of Oscoda County

CHECK-IN, REGISTER TEAM - 8:00 a.m. REGISTER BY MAY 25
START — 9:00 a.m. $30 per person
Starts at MIO POND, Mio, MI REGISTER AFTER MAY 25
Ends at BONEY PARK, Fairview $40 per person
Medals, Doorprizes, Lunch

TO REGISTER : RUNSIGNUP.COM

Facebook: AuSable Valley Triathlon Email: ausablevalleytriathlon@gmail.com

Check RunSignUp & Facebook for updates or changes.
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Oscoda County..Youws
Wedding Deylination

Looking for that unique one-of-a-kind Wedding venue that is easy
to get to and affordable for you? Oscoda County with its many
attractions and natural beauty is an outstanding place for your
wedding. Whether the backdrop is the beautiful Au Sable River or
the Log Skyline Event Center, you will be able to put together a
gorgeous one of a kind venue for that magic moment, the wed-
ding you have dreamed of. Centrally located Oscoda County has
a short drive time from many areas of Michigan for your guests.
Take a look and see what we have to offer, you'll be sure to find
one of the areas features original and inspiring for your wedding.

Hall Rentals
Mio Moose Lodge
989-826-6081

American Legion
989-826-5950

AuSable View Lodge
989-326-6156

Oscoda County Fairgrounds
989-326-1168

Skyline Event Center
989-848-5780

Knights of Columbus
989-826-3017

Mio Community Center
in Mio
989-826-1168

Wedding photos provided by
Sunflower Photography at www.leflerl.zenfolio.com

/
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Fairview
Berry &
Flower
Farm

A destination for local
families as well as anyone
vacationing in Northern
Michigan. Pick fresh
bouquets or take a nature
walk through wildflower,
sunflower and zinnia fields.
The flower barn offers
homemade gifts and local
made items, artwork and
more for sale. The farm
offers photo shoots
during strawberry

season the specialty is
“Homemade Northern
Sweet Strawberry Tea!

Fairview Berry & Flower Farm
U-PICK BERRIES AND FLOWERS

Michigan’s largest
U- PICK flower farm.

3788 Mast Rd.,
Fairview, MI 48621

(517) 867-2162
Open June through October

Tuesday through Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Follow us on Facebook at:

Fairview Berry & Flower Farm
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Fourth of July

SBmio= s
f Monduy, July 4th

| Festivities & Parade 2:00 p.m. " ‘%‘* %
Annuul Arts & Craft Show 10:00 - 4:00 p-m. ;2
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- _Clmton Twp Famlly Fun Fest at Skyline Event Center,
' acilvmes, live music at 5 p m., fireworks at clusk

Monduy, July4th "

Parade 11:00 a.m. followed by free Iunch at Town-

- shlp Hall prowded by The Comins Community Church
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Celebrations in Oscoda County

This Year's Fourth of July celebration in
Oscoda County will be held on three
different days. Saturday, July 2nd, fes-
tivities start in Luzerne, with Krafts-on-
the-Korner, a parade time TBA with dinner,
games, contests and fireworks at dusk.

On Sunday, July 3rd begins in Comins
with Clinton Twp. Family Fun Fest with
food, games and a free concert at the
Skyline Event Center and complet-

ing the day with fireworks at dusk.

Monday, July 4th, Fairview will host a fund
raising chicken dinner in front of The Family
Bookshelf at 10:00 a.m. July 4th in Comins
there will be a parade at 11:00 a.m. with a
free lunch following at the Clinton Town-
ship Hall. Also on Monday, July 4th, start-
ing at 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. in downtown
Mio, the annual arts and crafts show will
take place on the Court House Lawn with

children’s games, music and a parade at
1:00 p.m. To complete the day, there will
be free fireworks taking place. For more
information see www.oscodacountymi.org.

Come spend your 4th of July celebration in
Oscoda County. Each year the County Volun-
teers work very hard to make sure that the
4th of July festivities are fun for all who stop
by to enjoy them. We hope to see you there.




More than
just mushrooms

It is a beautiful summer day. Let's take the
family for a walk in the woods. I'll bring my
compass to guide us near the trail, and you
will bring your pocket knife and a paper
bag. The hunt is on for Chanterelle mush-
rooms. The temperature rises in the mid-
day sun but when you step into the forest
it is easily 10 degrees cooler and each step
grounds you in harmony with the forest.

Your eyes shift to focus on color and shape,
scent greets your nose. The Chanterelle is

a mycorrhizal species, which means it lives
in association with the roots of plants - Oak
and Beech trees in this case. They are al-
ways found growing from soil, unlike false
Chanterelles that are found on woody de-
bris. Use a good field to help you identify
the good species vs the false look alike.

It's a bright orange yellow funnel shaped,
fleshy mushroom with thick branching ridges
descending down the stem instead of thin
gills, with a mild scent of apricots. Chante-
relles can grow in large families like ours but
sometimes you will find just a cluster of two
or three. You can't miss the bright golden
yellow color dotting the forest floor. Known
worldwide as Golden Chanterelles, they are
some of the very best edible mushrooms.

The excitement of the hunt grows with each
cluster found. Now, with your pocket knife
cut at the base of the stem and brush off any
debris or insects. Here's a tip; the less dirt that
goes into your paper bag, the less time you
will spend cleaning your mushrooms. Within
an hours time you can fill your paper bags
with a pound of Chanterelles. It's a good day.

Now back at home we have to clean our Chan-
terelles. We use a very soft child's toothbrush;
be gentle as you brush off dirt and leaf debris.
Store them in clean paper bags in the refrig-
erator for up to 1T week. If desired, rinse them
quickly in water just before cooking. They can
also be sliced and dried in a food dehydrator,
then stored in glass jars. Rehydrate before use.

Need a recipe idea? We had some sea scal-
lops in the freezer so we put those to thaw.

I will saute them in butter with some onion
and Chanterelles, then season with salt and
pepper, minced garlic, lemon juice and parsley.
A simple cream sauce with Chanterelles can
be a side dish with a steak or fish filet. You
can flavor a Bechamel sauce with Chante-
relles and serve over pasta. Delicious with a
side of green beans, a salad and a glass of
fresh squeezed lemonade. Enjoy the hunt !

COME VISIT ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL AREAS IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN!
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Oscoda County offers many opportunities for the
mushroom hunter. Good edibles may be found spring
through fall in the region’s many habitats.

Northern Michigan is renowned for its morels, and the
season here begins in late April or early May. Black
morels are the first to appear and may be found in
beech/maple woods (especially those with ash), poplar
stands, old fruit orchards, near lakes and streams, in
cedar swamps, in garden soil, and anywhere else this
mysterious mushroom has a mind to appear. The blacks
are followed about two weeks later by the white morels,
which favor hardwoods. The two overlap by about a
week. Blacks generally fruit abundantly for about three
weeks, the whites for two or more, although the length
of season may vary depending on the weather.

Toward the end of May oyster mushrooms appear, fruit-
ing, often in large quantities, on dead poplar. They
may reappear several times well into the autumn dur-
ing warm, wet weather.

Summer brings large numbers of edibles, including
chanterelles and king boletes (otherwise known as por-
cini), two of the world's most highly prized species. The
golden-orange chanterelles, vase shaped and having
the appearance of lilies on the forest floor, are primar-
ily found in beech woods but may also fruit under oaks
and jack pines. The king bolete is one of many boletus
species to be found in the county, the most common be-
ing the scaber stalk, a type of leccinum. All boletes have

Mushroom Hunting

pores rather than gills.

Other common summer species are sulfur shelf (chicken
of the woods), meadow mushrooms, black trumpets,
puffballs, comb tooths, sweet tooths (hedgehog mush-
rooms), and lobster mushrooms.

Autumn brings large quantities of honey mushrooms,
also known as “stumpies,” a local favorite. They can
often be found fruiting massively on oak stumps, usu-
ally following the first September rains. Other good ed-
ible late summer or fall species are the blewit, parasol,
shaggy parasol, shaggy mane, grayling, and brick cap.
Many summer species will continue to fruit in the fall
during warm, wet weather.

Many nonedible species also abound, some poisonous,
a few deadly, many edible but not palatable. Never
eat a mushroom you have not positively identified. Use
a good field guide and consult an experienced mush-
room hunter for anything you are not sure about. Stick
to young, fresh specimens and avoid those with insect
domage.  Wild mushrooms should always be thor-
oughly cooked before consumption. To avoid damaging
the mycelia from which they fruit, cut their stalks with a

knife rather than pulling them up by the roots, except [%s
for identification purposes. Fresh specimens can usually ¥

be kept in the refrigerator, with adequate airflow, fora F
few days. Many take well to drying or freezing. Consult |

a good field guide for details.
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4 , FREE
RIVER SHUTTLE

ATV
RN!_RD WITH RENTALS
RENTALS  (W¥8% 2 Reg,

AMPGROUND

& CANOE LIVERY

CANOES » KAYAKS - TUBES = ATV RENTALS
82 Large Wooded Sites, Electric & Water Hook Up
Huge Camp Store, Laundry & Showers
Fresh Meat & Produce, Restaurants

989-826-8256

B Guide

. Michigan Hot Spots
for Target Species

@ CFMOTOD

QO E. Kneeland Rd., Mio, MI 48647 « 989-826-3388

/Visit the gardens and grottos |

throughout the four seasons.

May 8, 2022 '

Feast of the Assumption | o -
August 15, 2022 =

Gift Shop
OPEN DAILY
Memorial Day to Labor Day
GUIDED TOURS AVAILABLE
Call Parish Office to schedule

May Crowning N .._‘ | ’

Mass Times:

Week Day Mass
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday—9AM
Wednesday 6PM

Saturday Evening

Memorial Day to Labor Day 6PM
OUTDOOR MASS — Weather Permitting

Labor Day to Memorial Day 4PM

Sunday 9AM
St. Mary Parish

100 Deyarmond Street
P.O. Box 189
Mio, Michigan 48647

1-989-826-5509

vaw.olwshrine.org
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Lodging & Campgrounds
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HOTELS & MIOTELS

CABIN RENTAL

CAMPGROUND

AuSable Valley Inn

470 S. Mt. Tom Rd., Mio

(989) 826-1737
reservations@ausablevalleyinn.com
www.ausablevalleyinn.com

28 Units-2 w/Jacuzzi,

2 Jacuzzi Suites, Indoor Pool

Garland Resort

4700 N. Red Oak Rd., Lewiston
(989) 786-2211

Call For Reservations.
www.garlandusa.com

Holiday MotoR-In
11 N. Mt. Tom Road
Mio, MI 48647
(989) 826-3743

Northern View Motel

75 E. Cherry Creek Rd., Mio
(989) 826-3830
northernviewmotel1@yahoo.com
6 Rooms

Pinewood Motel

142 S. Mt. Tom, Mio

(989) 826-3137
pinewoodmotell@yahoo.com
7 Rooms Suites & Kitchenettes

AuSable View Lodge

649 W. 12th St,, Mio

(989) 826-6156
www.ausableviewlodge.com
Sleep up to 28 guests.

Cherry Creek Farm Inc.
Hunting & Nature Preserve
524 West Miller Rd., Mio
(989) 848-5411
www.cherrycreekfarm.com

2 Cabins Accommodating 4-6
& 6-9, Main Lodge Up To 12

Copper Fox Lodge
Luzerne

(703) 964-7533
www.copperfoxlodge.com

Country Chalets

552 W. Kittle Rd., Mio

(989) 826-3575
www.theenchantedforest.com/
thecountrychalets
countrychalets@yahoo.com

2 Cabins, 3 Bedrms w/Kitchens

Gold Fox Lodge
Luzerne

(703) 964-7533
www.goldfoxlodge.com

Hinchman Acres

Resort & Canoe Rental

702 M-33, Mio

(989) 826-3267, (800) 438-0203

www.hinchman.com
info@hinchman.com

13 Cottages, 1-2-3 Bedrms
w/Kitchens w/Fireplaces

Lewiston Shady Acres
Campground & Cottages
4329 N. Red Oak Rd., Lewiston
(989) 786-3000, (800) 357-2494,
www.lewistonshadyacres.com

Mio Pine Acres
Campground and Cabins
1215 W. 8th St., Mio

(989) 826-5590

(1) 2 Bedrm, (4) 1 Bedrm,

1 Efficiency, 1 Camping Cabin,
40 Water & Electric Campsites
www.miopineacres.com

Rainbow Resort

731 Camp Ten Rd., Mio
(989) 826-3423

(800) 737-4133
www.rainbowresortmio.com
info@rainbowresortmio.com
11 Cabins with fireplaces and
kitchens,

1, 2 & 3 Bedroom

Lewiston Shady Acres
Campground & Cottages
4329 N. Red Oak Rd., Lewiston
(989) 786-3000, (800) 357-2494,
www.lewistonshadyacres.com

Luzerne Campground
260 Deeter Road, Luzerne
13 sites, some with electric.

Luzerne Express
Campground & RV

3535 Park Rd., Luzerne

(989) 826-8256

82 large wooded sites,

year round sites available

All sites have access to water
& electric hook-up

Mio Pine Acres
Campground and Cabins
1215 W. 8th St., Mio

(989) 826-5590

(1) 2 Bedrm, (4) 1 Bedrm,

1 Efficiency, 1 Camping Cabin,
40 Water & Electric Campsites
www.miopineacres.com

Oscoda County Park

1110 Jay Smith Dr, Mio
(989) 826-5114

Open April 1to December 1
65 Modern Sites

87 Rustic Sites

Parmalee Bridge State

Forest Campground

Located in Oscoda County, five
miles North of Luzerne via County
Road 489

(989) 473-2258, 7 Sites

Island Lake USFS Campground
Mack Lake USFS Campground
McCollum Lake State Campground
Mio Pond State Campground
Muskat Lake State Campground
Wagner Lake State Campground
See page 75 for
more information
on State Lakes.
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Oscoda County was established March 10,
1881. Previously, it had been Comins Town-
ship attached to Alcona County, which
had been formed about 1869 when it was
split from Alpena County. Prior to that,

the area belonged to the Indians who
ceded it to the United States Govern-
ment by the Treaty of Saginaw in 1819.

As originally constituted, Oscoda County
consisted of three townships: Atherton,
Mt. Pindus, and Comins. Since then, there
have been as many as nine townships, as
the population ebbed and flowed with
the lumbering & railroad industries.

There are currently no incorporated cit-
ies or villages in the county, including Mio,
the county seat. The former courthouse
was built in 1888 at a cost of $3,754, and
is in the process of being completely
rebuilt due to a fire in May of 2016.

Incredibly, a public water system existed be-
tween 1890 and 1910. The water was pumped
from Wolf Creek by two hydraulic rams
through a 4" wooden pipe to a reservoir on
the hill south of town. A six inch wooden
main, with which the customers were con-
nected by means of east-west branches, ran

from the reservoir down M-33 as far as M-72.

The Act of 1881 which established the

county, also designated Union Corners, in the
southwest corner of the county, as tempo-
rary county seat and directed an election to
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A Brief History
of Oscoda County

choose a permanent location. After a couple
of attempts, Mio was selected because of

its central location. Even after that, several
efforts were made to move the county seat
to a different site, but with the erection of
the courthouse in 1888, discussion ended.

How Mio got its name is not well docu-
mented. In 1881, the local newspaper
spelled it Mioe. This was the family’s name
for Marla Deyarmond, an early settler.

A visit to her house was termed ‘go-

ing to Aunt Mioe's" There being little

else there at the time, Aunt Mice’s be-
came synonymous with the settlement.

At one time, Fairview was located a
mile and a half north of its present site;
at another, it was a mile north and a
mile east of where it is now. Since there
wasn’'t much else to it, the town was
wherever the post office was located.

Luzerne, settled during the early lumber
days, never had a railroad, but it did have a
sawmill and gristmill powered by a dam on
Big Creek. This dam also stored water for
running logs down Big Creek to the Au Sable
River. Luzerne's zenith was reached during
the 1890's when for some years it was the
site of an annual agricultural fair. The fair was
held on the flat land at the northwest corner
of present M-72 and County Highway 489.

In the early days, McKinley - then known as
Pott's Headquarters - was the hub of the

county’s lumbering industry. From there,
narrow gauge railroads ran north and west
for many miles. Most of the rails and rolling
stock for this network was floated down the
Au Sable on rafts from Grayling. Even though
McKinley grew to be the largest settlement

in the county, with churches, stores, hotels,
and other businesses, it remained somewhat
isolated from larger settlements on Michigan’s
east coast. The only way to ship anything to
or from Lake Huron was by river or ox team.

Sometime in the 1890's a narrow gauge
railroad was put through from Au Sable, on
the coast of Lake Huron, to Comins, a settle-
ment in what is now Clinton Township. The
presence of the railroad quickly established
Comins as the new center of commerce for
Oscoda County. Around it sprang up a bank,
a hotel, a jail, stores, saloons, stockyards, a
roundhouse, a water tank, and many dwell-
ings. About 1912, the railroad was widened
to standard gauge and connected with the
Detroit & Mackinaw Railroad. Livestock and
other products of the area were hauled

or driven for shipment, and supplies were
shipped in for distribution by team or truck
to Mio and other parts of the surround-

ing country. As time went by, however,

the railroad slowly lost its importance and
became unprofitable. In 1928, the last train
chugged off down the tracks taking with it
Comins’ importance as a shipping center.
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A Brief History of the Kirtland's Warbler

Oscoda County is very fortunate to be the
home to one of the rarest songbirds in the
world. The Kirtland's Warbler is the larg-

est of the Wood Warblers in Eastern North
America, weighing in at half an ounce. It
sings a beautiful song which can be heard
over a quarter mile away. What also makes
this endangered species so special is its
required habitat, nesting only in the jack pine
ecosystem, found in six to eight counties of
the northeastern region of Michigan. The
highest population of this rare bird once
nested in Oscoda County, and because of
this, Oscoda County is now officially named
“The Kirtland's Warbler Capital of Michigan”

The name “Kirtland's Warbler” was given

to the species by Spencer F. Baird of the
Smithsonian Institute who in 1852 published
his description and title of the new spe-
cies. Originally the bird was named “Syl-
vicola Kirtlandii” in honor of Dr. Kirtland,

a naturalist, researcher, and publisher of
wildlife in Ohio and the Mississippi Val-

ley. He was described, “a gentleman to
whom, more than any one living, we are
indebted to for important knowledge of the
Natural History of the Mississippi Valley”

The discovery of the Kirtland's Warbler in
Oscoda County took place on June 13, 1903,
by E.H. Forthingham of the University of
Michigan and T.G. Galer, on a fishing trip
guided by James Parmalee of the Red Oak
area. Shooting the Kirtland's Warbler to
collect a specimen, they returned to Ann
Arbor where Norman A. Wood identified
the species as the rare Kirtland's Warbler.

By train, riverboat and on foot, Norman A.
Wood quickly returned to Oscoda County to
locate the bird. He spent six days searching

in several areas before he located a bird near
the Crawford/Oscoda County line (Section

31, T27N, R1E, Oscoda County) and recorded
the first Kirtland's Warbler nest; two hatchlings
and one egq inside. The experience is best
described by Norman A. Wood in his journal.

"No bird and no nest! | watched a few min-
utes longer and saw the female in the low
Jjack pines. | watched her and she seemed
very uneasy. | began looking carefully on
the ground, as | made my mind up it would
be found there. Suddenly | saw the nest!”

Wood was quite accurate in his assump-
tion that this warbler nests on the ground.

After the initial discovery of the nesting
location, historians were unsure who actu-

ally would be credited with finding the first
complete, unhatched egg set. Edward Arnold
takes documented credit for his dates of
June 29, 1904. Later, documentation shows
Norman A. Wood who arranged to have
James Parmalee collect a complete egg

set on June 6, 1904. This particular egg set
was credited to Norman A. Wood because
James Parmalee did not have a collectors
permit and Norman Wood did not want
him caught. Later, due to a family iliness,
Norman Wood sold the complete set for
$25.00 to Frank Chapman at the American
Museum of Natural History in New York City.

Since these initial dates, history was made
here in Oscoda County several times. Two
important events included the passage

of the Federal Endangered Species Act in
1974 and the Michigan Endangered Spe-
cies Act in 1975. These acts allowed state
and federal forest lands to be managed to
preserve the habitat of the Kirtland's War-
bler. Management of the Jack Pine forest is
the key factor in the rare bird’s survival.

The endangered warbler nests only in young
Jack Pine forests. These young forest condi-
tions once were created by wildfires that
would burn several thousand acres at a time.
As the early settlers came to the area, fires
were put out more quickly and the amount
of young Jack Pine forest decreased.

With the decrease in Jack Pine habitat, Kirt-
land’s Warbler numbers dropped dramatically.

Timber harvest and replanting on harvested
areas are the main tools to recreate the
young Jack Pine habitat required for the
Kirtland's Warbler. At the same time it pro-
vides for other species such as rabbits, fox,
bluebirds, turkeys, deer, bear, blueberries and
the native Alleghany Plum, which also exist
within the jack Pine ecosystem, leaving our
area with opportunities in the forest industry
and the tourist industry. Both complement-
ing each other and leaving the Kirtland's
Warbler the beneficiary of our success.

Surprisingly, man is not the Kirtland’s
Warbler enemy as with many other spe-
cies. The parasitic cowbird, which lays its
eggs in the Kirtland's Warbler's nest, is
the biggest Warbler predator. The U.S.D.I.
Fish & Wildlife Service controls the cow-
bird population by using large traps.

The Kirtland's Warbler is our most valu-
able wildlife species in Oscoda County.
We would hope you enjoy studying
and learning about this beautiful spe-
cies while you visit our county.

The U.S.ES. office in Mio conducts tours in
May 15th through 31st each year. We urge
you to go on a guided tour and to get
acquainted with the Kirtland's Warbler.
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Oscoda County is a well-known destination
for birding enthusiasts hoping to add the
rare Kirtland's Warbler to their life lists. ~ This
threatened songbird, which nests almost ex-
clusively in the jack pine barrens of northeast
Michigan, had by 1980, declined to less than
500 individuals. Today, however, thanks to the
recovery efforts of Federal and State wildlife
agencies, Kirtland's Warbler populations have
rebounded to over 10 times this number.
Oscoda County continues to host one of the
largest breeding populations of this spe-

cies, and each year hundreds of birders from
around the world flock here to add the Kirt-
land's Warbler to their life lists. What many of
these birding enthusiasts might be surprised
to discover is that Oscoda County offers ex-
cellent opportunities for observing other “tar-
get” species as well, such as Ruffed Grouse,
Black-billed Cuckoo, Upland Sandpiper, Olive-
sided Flycatcher, and Golden-winged Warbler.
The county also presents such challenges as
Spruce Grouse, Black-backed Woodpecker,
Red Crossbill, and even Yellow Rail, birds
associated more with Michigan's Upper
Peninsula but recorded here many times.

Oscoda County is seriously under-birded, and
this despite the fact that the county’s Kirt-
land’s Warbler habitats have been thoroughly
inventoried for decades. The reasons why
are obvious: remote, underpopulated, and
dominated by state and federal forestlands,
most of the county’s diverse habitats rarely,

if ever, see a birder. With so many wild and
un-birded areas to choose from, where in
the county should visiting birders go? The
choices are many, but several especially
good locations are described below.

The AuSable River Corridor - This stretch

of the fabled AuSable, from Mio Dam to
Comins Flat, is a designated National Wild
and Scenic River. It is also an eBird Hotspot
and is easily accessed from either McKinley
Road or S. Down River Road. The AusS-
able River and the surrounding Huron
National Forest encompass many excel-
lent birding sites, including the following:

DNR AuSable River Launch - This site is
located 0.5 miles north of the stop light in
Mio on the east side of M-33/72, just before
the Mio Bridge. It affords easy parking and
good access to the AuSable River. The Wolf
Creek Trail System begins here, as does a
trail that leads under the bridge and to the
nearby Mio Dam. The park itself is usually
good birding year-round but is at its best
during the spring and fall migrations. In
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Birding Oscoda County

summer, watch for Red-headed Woodpecker,
Swainson’s Thrush, and Canada Warbler, all
of which have nested here in recent years.

Mio Dam - Located just to the west the Mio
Bridge, the dam can be easily reached by
parking at the DNR AuSable River Launch
on the east side of M-33/72 and walking the
trail that passes under the bridge. You'll ind
the swampy woods and marshes at the base
of the dam quite birdy, especially in spring
and early summer, and this is often a good
spot to catch spring and fall migrants. Cold
winters, when the AuSable is frozen over
save for the fast water below the dam, often
produce spectacular evening flights of Com-
mon Goldeneye, and unusual over-wintering
birds here have included Wilson's Snipe,
Rusty Blackbird, and Townsend’s Solitaire.

Wolf Creek Trail - Parking and access to this
well-marked USFS trail system can be located
at either the DNR AuSable River Launch (see
above) or from S. Down River Rd 2 miles
east from the stop light in Mio. The trail
system, which is well over 4 miles in length,
parallels the AuSable River through mature
pine forests and can provide good oppor-
tunities for seeing Ruffed Grouse, Pileated
Woodpecker, Golden-crowned Kinglet, and

——
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Pine Warbler, to name but a few. The best
birding, however, is along the boardwalk
close to where the trail begins at the DNR
Boat Launch. This raised walkway traverses
forest wetlands bordering the AuSable and
includes a foot bridge over Wolf Creek. The
birding here during spring and fall migration
is excellent and provides both good num-
bers and high diversity of warblers, vireos,
thrushes, sparrows, and other songbirds.

USFS Trail 4366 - This U.S. Forest Service two-
track parallels the AuSable River from Loud's
Canoe Landing to the AuSable Overlook, a
distance of approximately one mile. Both
sites are well-marked and located on McKin-
ley Road 2 and 3 miles, respectively, east of
its intersection with M33/72. This trail, which
can be driven or walked, offers many excel-
lent views of the river. Famed among local
birders as a good spot to search for North-
ern Saw-whet Owls from late winter to early
summer, it's also a good place in summer to
observe Tundra Swan, Ruffed Grouse, Winter
Wren, Lincoln Sparrow, and Mourning, Pine,
and Canada Warblers, to name but a few.

Mio Pond - This impoundment of the AusS-
able River, which begins at the Mio Dam
and stretches nine miles upriver, is by far the
largest body of water in Oscoda County. As
such, it is a good place to observe mi-
grating and nesting ducks, loons, grebes,
and other water birds, and the forests

and swamps that enclose nearly its entire
shoreline abound with bird life. Some of
the best locations are summarized below.

Camp 10 Bridge - Situated near the up-
per reaches of Mio Pond, Camp 10 Bridge
can be reached from W. Cherry Creek or
M-72 via Camp10 Road. The site is well-
provided with parking areas, a boat launch,
and two covered fishing piers. Bald Eagles,
Trumpeter Swans, herons, ducks and other
water birds are common here year round,
but dozens of water bird species are pos-
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sible during spring and fall migration, and
even Long-tailed Ducks and Red-necked
Grebes have been recorded here.

Mio Pond Scenic Overlook - Located off M-72
one mile west of the stop light in Mio, this
site includes a small parking lot, a short trail
to an overlook platform, and a spectacular
view of Mio Pond. Birding from this platform
is often excellent, but it is most produc-

tive during spring migration. At this time,
hundreds of water birds, including Tundra
and Trumpeter Swan, Redhead, Canvas-
back, N. Pintail, Gadwall, Horned Grebe, and
Common Loon may be present, and the list
often includes such raptors as Bald Eagle,
Merlin, and even Peregrine Falcon as well.

Mio Pond State Forest Campground - This
secluded site is located on the north shore
of Mio Pond not far above Mio Dam. Itis
reached by driving north from the stoplight
in Mio on M-33/72 for 2 miles until you
reach Popps Road. Turn west on Popps,
drive one mile and turn left on Gerber Road
and take it until it dead ends at your des-
tination. A hike through the campground
and down the many shoreline foot paths
provides good views of Mio Pond and
close-ups of the woodlands that surround
it. This site is located on one of the nu-
merous marshy coves that line the pond’s
north shore and is a good place to search
for Virginia Rail, Sora, Great Blue Heron,
Green Heron, and American Bittern.

Loon and Island Lakes — These picturesque
upland lakes in the south-central portion of
Oscoda County are located immediately to
the west of M-33 about 8 miles south of Mio
and are easily accessed via Loon Lake Road.
Both lakes are largely encompassed by the
Huron National Forest and provided with
USFS picnic areas at both Loon and Island
Lakes, a USFS campground at Island Lake,
another rustic campground at the northwest
corner of Loon Lake, and several nature trails,
one of which connects the picnic areas of
the two lakes. Together, these sites supply
more than enough public access for bird-
ers. The area, which is strikingly hilly with
numerous kettle lakes, wetlands, and moist
upland forests of oak and maple, is one of
the best places in the county for locating
Red-headed Woodpeckers, Yellow-throated
Vireos, and Scarlet Tanagers. Other com-
mon and notable summer residents include
Trumpeter Swan, Common Loon, Broad-
winged and Red-shouldered Hawks, Ruffed
Grouse, American Woodcock, Black-billed
Cuckoo, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Wood
Thrush, Veery, and Black-throated Green,

Chestnut-sided, and Mourning Warblers

The Mack Lake Area — The best access to

this huge, fire-prone region of the Huron
National Forest is via the Curtisville Rd., which
intersects M-33 six miles south of Mio.  This
road is the first leg of the "Jack Pine Wildlife
Auto Tour” and proceeds east through a

vast area of pine forests, pine/oak scrub-
lands, recent burn areas, and designated

Kirtland's Warbler habitat.  If you decide to
skip the local USFS tour and look for your
own Kirtland's Warbler, confine your search
to roads and two-tracks - it is illegal to enter
posted KW habitat from May 01 through
August 15. Remember that fire, timber
harvesting, and KW management can cause
habitats here to change quickly, so keep this
in mind while you review the “current” list

of good birding sites summarized below.

Mack Lake Loop - This loop, which begins
two miles east of M-33 at the corner of Cur-
tisville and Eggleston Rd. and proceeds north
to Keeley Rd., east to Fowler, and south back
to Curtisville, encloses Mack Lake, a small
lakeside community of the same name, and
several thousand acres of the Huron National
Forest. Here you'll ind a surprising variety of
habitats, from pine/oak scrublands to sedge
wetlands, and a great many bird species, in-
cluding such tantalizing possibilities as Spruce
Grouse, Yellow Rail, Black-backed Woodpeck-
er, Olive-sided Flycatcher, and Red Crossbill,
all of which have been recorded here in
recent years. Public access to Mack Lake itself
is available at the Mack Lake USFS Camp-
ground just off Keeley Rd. The lake is long
and shallow and provides good habitat for
Tundra Swans, Green Herons, Wood Ducks,
Bald Eagles, Alder Flycatchers, and many
other birds from late spring to fall. Addition-
ally, the roads and trails in and around the
campground give good access to both the
shoreline and surrounding pine forests and
can be excellent in spring and fall for migrat-
ing warblers, sparrows, and other songbirds.

Keeley and Colgrove Roads - This dry, sandy
upland area east of Mack Lake has been
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the site of several wildfires over the past few
decades and, consequently, is a patchwork

of open grasslands, pine/oak scrub, stands

of young aspen, mature pines, and extensive
(but aging) Kirtland's Warbler habitat. To
reach this area, drive east on Curtisville Rd for
5 miles until you reach Colgrove Road. Turn
north on Colgrove and note the posted KW
habitats along the east side. In late spring
and summer, it is quite easy to hear, and not
too difficult to see, Kirtland's Warblers from
here. Continue north on Colgrove until you
reach Keeley Rd, and turn east. The best bird-
ing is here on Keeley Rd. between Colgrove
and Eugene (which is often impassible due

to loose sand). Kirtland's Warblers are still
common here and, thanks to countless snags,
not difficult to see. Nashville and Yellow-
rumped Warblers are also common here, as
are Upland Sandpiper, Common Nighthawk,
VYellow-billed Cuckoo, Vesper, Clay-colored,
and Lincoln Sparrow, and Brewer’s Blackbird,
just to name a few. Black-backed Wood-
pecker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, and Red
Crossbill are all quite possible here as well.

Summers Road - Summers Road, which lies
9 miles down Curtisville Road in the remote
southeast corner of Oscoda County, has
long been famous with local birders for its
summertime night birding. Barred Owls
are commonly heard and seen here, while
Great-horned and N. Saw-whet Owls are
often encountered as well. It is best known,
however, for the extraordinary numbers of
Eastern Whip-poor-wills that can be heard
and seen here throughout late spring and
summer.  As dusk sets in, the unmistak-
able vocalizations of this species begin, and
soon whip-poor-wills can be seen flying

by and even landing on the road. Once

it is completely dark, drive Summers Road
slowly with you windows down and note
the red eyes of the singing whip-poor-

wills glowing in your car’s headlights.

Curtisville Road - About 10 miles east of
M-33 the Curtisville Road veers right and
becomes gravel. This stretch of Curtisville
Road runs for a little over 2 miles to the
county line and traverses a rich mix of upland
hardwood forests, cedar and deciduous
swamps, and old fields. Some of this area
is public, but much is private so you should
plan to bird from the road. This is one
of the best areas in the county for finding
Black-billed Cuckoo, and other specialties
include Ruffed Grouse, Upland Sandpiper,
Wilson's Snipe, Alder Flycatcher, Sedge
Wren, Grasshopper Sparrow, Bobolink, and
a rich diversity of warblers including Golden-
Birding Oscoda County on page 49 ~
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Calendar of Events - 2021

FEBRUARY

19-20 Free Fishing weekend in
Michigan.

25-27 Predator Roundup in
Luzerne.

31 Memorial Day Ceremony on
Mio Court House lawn.

JUNE

MARCH

26-27 Maple Syrup Weekend

APRIL

2 Trivia night 6 p.m. sponsored
by the Chamber at the Com-
munity Center.

TBD Spring clean-up
at Fairground.

11 Country Gardeners Club
meeting at 6:30 p.m.,
Mio Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall. For info
Linda 989-889-1032.

21 Elk Country Gobblers Ban-
quet, Comins Eagle Hall. For
info call Frank 989-848-5234.

23 Auction Fundraiser Lydia‘s
Gate. For info call 989-826-
5588.

NWTEF, Elk county Gobblers
meet at 9 a.m. second Tues. ev-
ery month (except Nov,) at Loud

Township Hall on M33 in Atlanta.

MAY

Patio Grilling each Wed from
5-7 p.m. at the Mio Moose
Lodge, 1631 Ryno Rd., 48636.
For info call 989-826-5800.

7 Grow Show OC Fairgrounds
sponsored by Conservation
Soil District 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
989-826-8824.

9 Country Gardeners Club
meeting & pot luck at 6 p.m.
Mio Methodist Church Fellow-
ship Hall. For info call Linda
989-889-1032.

28 Steiner Museum Opening
and Pancake breakfast
8 a.m.-ll a.m. For info call
989-390-670815.

Classic Car Drive-In and Patio
Grilling each Tues. from

5-7 p.m. Patio Grilling each Wed.

from 5-7 p.m. at the Mio Moose

Lodge, 1631 Ryno Rd., 48636 for
info call 989-826-5800.

10-11 Red White Blue Collar
Festival

10-12 Nor-Eas'r Music Festival,
OC Fairgrounds.

11 Ausable Valley Triathlon-
Kayak, bike run, sponsored
by Love Inc. 989-848-2020
ausablevalleytiathlon@gmail.
com

11-12 Free Fishing weekend

13 Country Gardeners Club
meeting at 6:30 p.m. with
perennial exchange, for info
contact 989-889-1032.

14 Veterans Program at Steiner
Museum.

24-25 AuSable Valley Engine &
Tractor Show at Oscoda
County Fairgrounds. For
info call 989-370-5471.

24-25 Indoor Garage Sale at
Our Lady of the Woods
Shrine, St Marys Church
for info visit olwshrine.org

JULY

Every-Classic Car Drive-In
and Patio Grilling each Tues.
5-7 p.m. Patio Grilling each Wed.
from 5-7 p.m. at Mio Moose
Lodge, 1631 Ryno Rd. 48636
call 989-826-5800

1-2 Women of the Moose
Rummage & Bake Sale
Fri. 9 am.-4 p.m. Sat.
9 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Mio
Moose Lodge, 1631 Ryno Rd,,
48636 for info call
989-826-5800.

2 Luzerne 4th of July Parade,
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Fireworks at dusk.

3 Comins 4th July Celebration
-at Skyline Event Center. Live
music at 5 p.m. Fireworks at
dusk.

4 Fairview Chicken Dinner
downtown Fairview.

4 Comins 4th July Celebration
parade at 11 a.m. followed by
community picnic.

4 Mio 4th of July Celebration
Parade at 1 p.m. and fireworks
at dusk over Mio Pond.

1

-_

Country Gardeners Club
meeting at 6:30 p.m.,
location TBA. For info contact
Linda 989-889-1032.

30-31 AuSable River Canoe
Marathon Grayling to
Oscoda www.ausablecono-
emarathon.org

AUGUST

Classic Car Drive-In and Patio
Grilling each Tues. from 5-7 p.m.

6-7 Relief Sale at Fairground

8 Country Gardeners Club
meeting at 6:30 p.m.,
location TBA. For info call
Linda 989-889-1032.

12-13 Lumberjack Heritage
Days at Oscoda County
Fairgrounds for info call
Sally 734-788-3254.

15 Outdoor Assumption Mass
at Our Lady of the Woods
Shrine St. Mary Church of
Mio. For info visit olwshrine.
org

20-21 Art Show at Steiner
Museum

27-28 Annual First Dam Canoe
Challenge at Mio Pond.
Pro Amateur and Youth
races. For info call
989-390-3889 or
989-826-3402.

SEPTEMBER

10 4th Annual Made in Michi-
gan Market, Skyline Event

Park. For info call Frank
989-848-5234.

12 Country Gardeners Club
meeting at 6:30 p.m., location
TBA. For info call Linda
989-889-1032.

17 Soup & Pie Supper, Mio
Methodist Church on West
M-72 Mio 5-6:30 p.m. For
info call Sue 989-745-4467.
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Lodge. For info call 989-826-
5588.

NOVEMBER

OCTOBER

8 Chilli cookoff open to the
public at Mio Moose Lodge
1631 Ryno Rd. 3 p.m. drop off
4 p.m. tasting. For info call
989-826-580.

15 Fall Pumpkin Festival,
Comins, sponsored by Clinton
Township 12-3 p.m. Pumpkin
chunking, kids games.

8-9 Quilt Show at Steiner
Museum.

10 Country Gardeners Club
meeting & potluck at

5 Wine Tasting and Silent

Action, Annual Event
sponsored by the Chamber
of Commerce. For info call
989-826-3331.

TBD Chilli Supper Mio Method-

ist Church on West M-72
5-6:30 p.m. For info call
Char 989-826-1694.

26 Holiday Light Parade, Main

Street, Mio 6 p.m. Visit Santa
and Mrs. Claus for cook-

ies and hot chocolate at

the Chamber of Commerce
4-5:30 p.m. For info

call 989-826-3331.

26 Small Business Saturday

Mio downtown businesses
open late for your holiday

shopping.

DECEMBER

6 p.m., Mio Methodist Church

1-31 Angel Memorial Tree on

Patio Grilling each Wed. from

5-7 p.m. at Mio Moose Lodge

Ryno Rd., 48636. For info call
989-826-5800.

Center, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. For
info call 231-942-0104.

Fellowship Hall. For info call
Linda 989-889-1032.

the Court House lawn. Fundraiser
for Lydia’s Gate. For info call

989-826-5588.
10 Burgers & Brats, Elk Country

Gobblers, Clinton Township
( 1 *
1

28 Halloween Party for
Lydia’s Gate at Mio Moose

Christmas in Fairview, down-
town Fairview shopping specials
6-9 p.m. Tree lighting 5:30-6 p.m.

Pioneers Christmas at Steiner
Museum 2-4 p.m. For info call
Sandy 734-788-3254.

SPECIALIZING IN:

Custom Homes, Garages,
Polebarns, Deck Packages
Stoves and Power Tools

10 Kids Lunch with Santa
for children 10 and under.
12-2 p.m. at the Mio Moose
Lodge, 1631 Ryno Rd., 48636.
For info call 989-826-5800.

Phone:
989-826-3331 or
800-800-6133

**Dates and times may vary always call
ahead to verify event details.

NO CREDIT CARDS ¢ (989) 848-8000

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

3 miles north of Mio, turn right on Kittle, 693 E. Kittle Rd., Mio, MI.

Find us on

Facebook
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TOM’S MUG & JUG
Party Store & Sportshop
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Birding Oscoda County continued
winged, Chestnut-sided, and Mourning..

East Branch of Big Creek — The river valley
of this delightful trout stream constitutes
one of Michigan’s southernmost expanses
of sub-boreal spruce/fir forest. Similarly,
many of bird species that occur here are
also sub-boreal and more typical of Michi-
gan’s Upper Peninsula. A summary of the
two locations at which this unique region
may be accessed are summarized below.

Mapes Road - Four miles south of its
intersection with M-72 and between Zi-
mowske and Galloway Roads, Mapes Road
passes over the East Branch of Big Creek.
The valley floor here are very wet and dif-
ficult to access, so most of your birding will
of necessity be from the road. The birding
here, especially in spring and early summer,
is excellent, and some of the notable bird
species to be found include Olive-sided and
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Golden-crowned
Kinglet, Winter Wren, Lincoln and White-
throated Sparrow, Evening Grosbeak, Purple
Finch, Red Crossbill, Northern Waterthrush,
and Cape May and Canada Warbler.

The Luzerne Boardwalk - This scenic mile-
long stretch of the Michigan Shore-to-Shore
Trail, complete with a picturesque bridge
over the East Branch, is well-marked and
can be reached from Galloway Road about
a mile south of the village of Luzerne. A
short road leads from Galloway to the
parking area, and from there a trail leads

directly to the boardwalk. Common and
notable spring and summer birds found
here include Ruffed Grouse, Northern
Goshawk, Merlin, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher,
Blue-headed Vireo, Winter Wren, White-
throated Sparrow, and at least 15 nesting
species of warbler such Magnolia, Cape May,
Yellow-rumped, Blackburnian, Pine, Mourn-
ing, Canada, and Northern Waterthrush.

The Kittle/Kneeland Area — The rolling
pastures and Amish farmlands that lie in the
north-central part of the county, roughly
between Kneeland and Kittle Roads, offers
excellent summer and winter birding op-
portunities. However, since the land in this
area is privately owned, plan to bird from

the road. Start by driving north from Mio 3
miles on M-33/72 and turning left on to W.
Kittle Road. From here, some of the area
roads you'd be advised to tour are Gerber,
Galbraith, and Bills (all north/south roads
connecting with W. Kittle to W. Kneeland),
and Caldwell (a north/south road connecting
E. Kittle with E. Kneeland). A spring to late
summer birding tour along these open coun-
try roads may produce such notable finds as
Upland Sandpiper, Wilson's Snipe, North-

ern Harrier, American Pipet, Purple Martin,
Sedge Wren, Grasshopper Sparrow, Bobolink,
Eastern Meadowlark, Brewer’s Blackbird, and
more irregularly, Dickcissel, Western Mead-
owlark, and Henslow's Sparrow. Fall to winter
birding can be equally productive, with good
possibilities of seeing Snow and Cackling
Goose, American Golden-Plover, Rough-
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legged Hawk, Northern Shrike, Snow Bunting,
Lapland Longspur, and Common Redpoll,
with Snowy and Short-eared Owl, Bohemian
Waxwing, Pine Grosbeak and White-winged
Crossbill occasionally possible as well.

Bailey Road - A favorite with local birders,
Bailey Road intersects M-33 five miles north
of Fairview and just south of Comins. From
here the road runs west, with the best birding
along its first 2 miles. Bailey Road traverses
old farms and overgrown fields, orchards, and
woodlots, but since much of the land here

is private, you should plan to bird from the
road. In late spring and early summer, the
shrubby roadsides and weedy fields often
prove excellent for such hard-to-find species
as Grasshopper Sparrow and Golden-winged
Warbler, but it is winter birding for which Bai-
ley Road is most noted. Ruffed Grouse and
over-wintering American Robins and Cedar
Waxwings often find food and shelter in the
old fruit trees, and this can be one of the best
places in the county for winter eruptives such
as Pine Grosbeak and Bohemian Waxwings.

Written by: James C. Dawe

Mr. Dawe, retired biology teacher and
long-time county resident, is a local natural-
ist, professional bird guide, bird artist, and
past member of the Michigan Bird Records
Committee. If you wish to contact Mr.
Dawe for further information or to sched-
ule a guided bird tour, feel free to contact
him via his cell phone (989-390-9186)

or by email (jimdawe@hotmail.com).

irtland s Warbler Monument

AT

' g Located in Mio, on the Oscoda
County Courthouse lawn, stands
what could

be the “World's first monu-
ment to a songbird”

This replica of a Kirtland's Warbler
was built in July of 1963 by the
people of Oscoda County and
placed where all could see.

The stone cairn contains a four-
foot high image of the endan-
gered Kirtland's Warbler. The
replica was carved from fiberglass
and plastic by wildlife sculptor
Leo Nelson of Kalkaska, Michigan.

Roger Tory Peterson, from the
National Audubon Society,
arrived in Mio to dedicate the
monument during the Great
Lakes Forestry Exposition.
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AuSable Valley Engine & Tractor Club
18th Annual Tractor Show

June 24th & 25th (Friday and Saturday)

The AuSable Valley Engine

and Tractor Club (AVETC) was
established in 2004 and is a
collection of individuals with an
appreciation of the bygone years
of country life and farming, old
tractors and equipment. Cur-
rently we have almost 100 mem-
bers from all over Michigan and
beyond. Our members partici-
pate in many activities including
Fourth of July parades around
Oscoda County, the Mackinaw
Bridge Tractor Crossing, the
Curran Black Bear Festival and
the Comins Pumpkin Festival.

The highlight of the year is our
annual tractor show held the
last weekend in June. Our 18th
annual show will be June 24 and 25 (Friday and Saturday), 2022. Our
show venue is the beautifully wooded Oscoda County Fairgrounds, lo-
cated on Caldwell Road, just north of M33 between Mio and Fairview.
In addition to the wide variety of antique tractors and machinery on
display, there is a swap meet/flea market, craft vendors, and lots of
youth activities including old-time schoolhouse classes, games, tractor
rides, and prizes to win. Members host a variety of events such as

a tractor parade, a barrel rolling contest, a slow tractor race, tractor
pulling, and lawn/garden tractor events. Visitors can take a free ride
on our people-mover to see the beautiful fairgrounds. Demonstra-
tions and exhibits include blacksmithing, threshing and processing

of grain, sawmill, shingle mill, crate making, tractor dynamometer,
small hit and miss engines, farm diorama, and many others. There’s
something for everyone to enjoy! Food is available throughout the
two day show. There is no charge to display tractors or other equip-
ment - even for non-club members — and set up is free for the swap
meet/flea market. Fairground camping during the show is available
for a nominal fee on beautifully wooded lots (some with electricity).

=

AVETC members also participate in various community service
activities. Each spring, we clean up the fairgrounds where we hold
our annual show. On the fairgrounds, we constructed and maintain

a sawmill and restored the Grandview Country (One Room) School
House. Our club sponsored The Ohio Star Variation quilt block design

i

the O.E. Kauffman Building
at the Fairgrounds. A week-
end plow event is planned
for each spring and fall — call
for details and dates.

Our club meets monthly at

8 the Clinton Township Hall in
Comins at 7:00 p.m. on the

- 2nd Tuesday of the month
from January to October.

We end our year with a Fall
Harvest Dinner in November.
~ New members are always

- welcome. Members don't
have to own a tractor; they
only need to have an interest
in the preservation of antique
tractors, implements, and gas engines, and their important role in
our agricultural heritage. Annual dues are currently $10.00 per year.

For more information or questions about our club, please feel free to
call the members listed below, or email
ausablevalleytractors@gmail.com, or “like” us on facebook.

Lynn Roemer, President
989-370-5471

Pete Babcock, Vice President
989-654-3237

Rev. 1/2020
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RV IN OSCODA COUNTY

There are a lot of places to see
and things to do in Oscoda
County and Northern Michigan.
Oscoda County offers a lot of hid-
den gems when it comes to hook-
ing up the Camper and going
RV-ing. Whether you are going
for a week or weekend, come hide
out in one of Oscoda County’s RV
friendly campgrounds. Camp-
grounds on lakes, we have them,
places to hunt, we have them. No
matter what your interest, fishing,
hunting, canoeing, kayaking,
swimming, hiking or just some
peace in quiet, you will be able to
find it in Oscoda County.

Mio Pine Acres - Mio

100 sites Modern & Rustic/
Camping Cabins

WiFi/Mini Golf/Seasonal Sites
1215 8th Street

(989) 826-5590

Oscoda County Park — Mio

65 Modern Sites/88 Rustic Sites/
Camping Cabins

1110 Jay Smith Drive

(989) 826-5114

On the Backwaters

Luzerne Campground - Luzerne
90 Sites Modern & Rustic/
RV & Cabin Rental

ORV Rental & Access —
Canoe and Tube Rental
3535 Park Road
(989) 826-8256

Luzerne Park — Luzerne
13 Sites — Some with Electric
On the Ausable River

Mack Lake ORV Campground —
South of Mio

42 Rustic Sites,

Some Waterfront Sites

County Road 489 - On Mack lake
(989) 826-3252

ORV Trail Head

Wagner Lake - South of Mio
Rustic Sites

Wagner Lake Road off M-33
(989) 826-3252

On Wagner lake

Island Lake — South of Mio
17 Rustic Sites

Beach/Hiking Trail

Loon Lake Loop off of M-33
On Island Lake

Muscrat lake - NW of Mio

13 Rustic Sites

Beach/ ORV Access

Richardson Raod to Muskrat Lake
Road

On Muskrat lake

McCollum Lake —

East of Fairview

20 Rustic Sites

Beach/Boat Ramp

McCullum Lake Road off M-72
On McCullum Lake

Cedar Valley's R.V.

& Camp Resort

3780 Weaver Road., Comins
(989) 848-2799

Approximately 50-70 Sites,
Majority with Electricity & Water.
Scenic Sites. Climate Controlled
Restrooms With Showers.

Kids Playground. Volleyball Horse-
shoes & Practice Green. Spots for
the largest to smallest campers.
Some limited rustic sites. Stay and
play packages.

Lewiston Shady Acres
Campground & Cottages
4329 N.Red Oak Road.
Lewiston (989) 786-3000
(800) 357-2494
www.lewistonshadyacres.com
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Lydia’s Gate
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A faith-based shelter here
to house, help, and heal

The reasons for homelessness are
as varied as the people them-
selves: a relationship or marital
break-up, death, job loss, illness,
domestic abuse — the list goes on.

The staff and volunteers at Lydia’s
Gate are committed to helping wom-
en and children through the transi-
tion of losing - and the arduous task
of inding again, that place they can
call Home. Our service area stretches
across Northern Michigan and pro-
vides temporary housing, help with

. Navigating community services as well
. as emotional and spiritual support.

We strive to make a difference for
those who walk through our doors,
helping them work toward rebuild-
ing their life with integrity and hope.

For more information about
our services, volunteer op-
portunities or donation needs,
please call (989) 826-5588.

Oscoda County Counal on Aging

What is the Oscoda County Council
on Aging or the Mio Senior Center?
We are a private non-profit organi-
zation that provides services to help
keep seniors in their home as long
as possible. We provide in-Home
Services and Meals on Wheels. We
also have a Respite program to
give caregivers a much deserved
break. Our services are offered for a
donation only, there is no charge.

The Center is open Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. -4 p.m. We serve a
congregate meal at our Mio center
Monday through Friday at Noon.
The suggested donation of $3 for
seniors 60 and older and anyone
under 60 is welcome to join, but
they must pay $6.50. There are
monthly menus available at the
center if you wish to pick one up
and see what we are cookin’ up! We
have free computer access for se-
niors and we have a wide variety of
books, puzzles and coloring activi-
ties. The staff at the Senior Center is
always happy to see people use the
facility and we welcome any ideas

to get people to utilize the site! We
have a Medicare/Medicaid counselor
on hand to help with any questions
or problems Medicare beneficiaries
may have. We have many pamphlets
and informational publications for
nutritional and financial wellbeing. If
you have a question please ask the
staff, if we don't know the answer
we will help you find someone who
does! Every month we host a food
distribution for seniors 60 and older.
Every three months (February, May,
August, and November) we host
another food distribution that is
open to anyone regardless of age.
We also have a small loan closet
for anyone in need of crutches,
canes, walkers, wheel chairs,

toilet risers, etc. The loan closet is
also free and open to anyone.

We have clean bathrooms and

we keep it warm in the winter and
cool in the summer. We strive to
make our center a welcome place
for anyone. If you would like more
information please feel free to
contact the Center at 989-826-3025.

o o R
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The Moose is an interna-
tional fraternal organization,
and is dedicated to car-

ing for the young and old,
bringing communities closer
together and celebrating life.

The Mio Moose Lodge #1035
chartered in 1979 and the
Women of the Moose #68
(WQOTM) chartered in 1982.
Effective May 1, 2021, both men
and women can be mem-

bers of the Moose Lodge.

We support Mooseheart, a
children’s campus west of
Chicago, IL and Moosehaven, a
senior complex in Jacksonville,
FL. The Mio Moose members
have also committed to sharing
their time, talents and treasures
with local charitable works such
as Adopt-A-Highway, Neighbor-
hood Watch, and the Nor-East'r.
We are consistently participating
in fund-raising efforts for such
local organizations as the local
fire and EMS departments, His
Love, Inc., Hospice of Help-

ing Hands, Luzerne Fireworks,
Lydia's Gate, Mio Lions Club,
Northern MI Children’s As-
sessment Center, River House
Inc., Tabs for Tots, Timberland
Quilt Trail, Tri-County Fire
Prevention, Tommy Moose
presented to Oscoda County
EMS, Prosecuting Attorney,

and the Sheriffs Department,

as well as adopting a number
of families in need during the
holiday seasons and hosting a
Children’s Christmas Party for
those 10 years old and younger.

Ongoing activities, geared for
both its members and guests,
include various events during
the year such as darts, euchre,
golf, horseshoes, pool, shuffle-
board, a variety of Wii games,
dinners, parties as well as
providing a well maintained RV
parking area with electric and
water hookups and fire rings
and play ground equipment.

In addition, from May through
August, the traveling horseshoe
league plays each Wednes-
day evening at the Lodge,

and Patio Grilling is available
from 5 p.m.-7 p.m. From June
through August the Classic

Car Drive-in is each Tuesday
evening, and Patio Grilling is
available from 5 p.m.-7 p.m.

Annual special events include
the Rummage & Bake Sale the
Friday & Saturday of the 4th of
July weekend. And the 2nd Sat-
urday of December is the Chil-
dren’s Lunch with Santa for chil-
dren 10 years old and younger.

Being part of any wholesome,
family-oriented fraternal organi-
zation is fulfilling...but It's GREAT
being a Mio Moose member!!!

Mio Moose Lodge, 1631 Ryno
Rd, Luzerne, MI 48636, (989)
826-5800, PO. Box 35, Mio,
MI 48647 Facebook: Mio
Moose Lodge #1035. Any
questions, please contact
Carollynn 810-441-4241 or
vannet60fa@hotmail.com

Mio Moose
Calendar of events:
Open daily at 2 p.m.

SPORTS EVENTS

Jan-April:
Sunday - 2 p.m. - Darts
Monday - 6 p.m. 9-Ball Pool
Wednesday - 1 p.m. - Euchre
Thursday - 6 p.m. - Pool
Friday - 2 p.m. - Shuffleboard
Friday 2 p.m. - Shuffleboard
Saturday - 5-8 p.m. - Tom's Sliders

May-October:

Wednesday - 2 p.m. - Euchre
Thursday - 6 p.m. - Pool

Friday - 10 a.m. - Golf

Friday - 2 p.m. - Shuffleboard
Saturday - 5-8 p.m. - Tom's Sliders
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FAMILY RESOURCES -

“Promoting Thriving Families”

His Love Family Resources is a baby pantry and parenting resource center located
at 203 S. Morenci in Mio and is open from 10-5 on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Those experiencing a planned or unplanned pregnancy
(free pregnancy tests are available) and all parents are welcome. The
baby pantry is stocked with diapers, children’s clothing (newborn -5
toddler) as well as maternity clothing, gently used baby furniture

and other things for infants and young children. There is no cost for
the material resources or parenting classes but an “Earn While You
Learn” program allows each participant to learn valuable parenting
skills while "earning” the Mommy Money or Daddy Dough to use for
pantry items. We welcome anyone looking for parenting information
to access our resource library and those who want to learn more or
are court — ordered to take parenting classes to participate as well.

His Love Family Resources offers other programs
as well including a Parent Encouragement Group,
Birth of a Family, and Sexual Integrity events.

The resource center is a 507(c)(3) organization staffed primarily by
volunteers and gladly accepts donations of baby and toddler cloth-
ing, baby furniture and baby items in good condition. They are always
in need of diapers and wipes. If you would like to donate pantry
items or make a financial donation you can call 989-826-5817.

His Love Family Resources is a faith-based non-profit fam-
ily resource center and baby pantry dedicated to preserving and af-
firming the sanctity of human life, and building strong families.
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The year 2022 marks the 55th time people
of Northern Michigan will come together
to hold the Northern Michigan Relief Sale
(NMRS). This event has grown from a
small gathering held at the Comins Town-
ship Hall to a two day affair held at the
beautiful grounds of the Oscoda County
Fairgrounds. Attendance has grown over
the years, with current annual attend-

ees counting at about 1,500 people.

This year's dates are Friday, August 5th
and Saturday, August 6th. Churches and
individuals from throughout Northern
Michigan partner to put on the event,
which is one of over 40 such sales held in
North America each year, for the benefit
of Mennonite Central Committee (MCC).

MCC uses the funds raised for providing
assistance to needy people around the
world. They do this by providing resources

y for clean water, education, health care,

| agricultural development, and emergency
supplies. This happens mostly in underde-
veloped areas of the world, but there are
also several projects in North America.
Over the years of the NMRS, approximately
$3,250,000 has been raised for the MCC
projects. This gives the people of our region
, the opportunity to connect with and make
a difference in the lives of suffering people
all over the world. Last year's 54th event,
coming after 2020 when the in-person
event was not held, raised over $170,000.

Many parts of the 2022 NMRS are still in
the planning stage as this is written, but
we expect to have most of the regular
features starting Friday morning at 9:00
a.m. This includes Homemade Baked
Goods, Used Books, Kids Activities, Garage
Sale and Fresh Produce. On Friday, Music
plays over the fairgrounds as the visitors

" partake of a variety of foods and tour the

booths open for viewing and buying.

At 4:30 p.m. more shops open either for
| browsing or sales. Quilts are on display
through the evening so you can get a good
- up close look at them before you bid on

~ Saturday. Another highlight is the Color

Challenge. Quilters started with the same
five fabrics, then designed and stitched

an amazing array of projects. Viewers

. may vote on their favorite and a People’s
Choice ribbon is awarded. All entries are
auctioned off with the quilts on Satur-
day. The Fun Run begins at 7:00 p.m. with
several participant categories. 7:00 p.m.
also marks the beginning of the Gospel

55th Annual Northern Michigan Relief Sale

Music Concert, with this year’s perform-
ers being “The Walking Roots Band".

Saturday, the big day, starts at 6:00 a.m. with
a Whole Hog Sausage and Pancake Break-
fast. Shops open at 7:30 a.m. The General
Auction which begins at 9:30 a.m. includes
local crafts, donated items from practical
to antique, and usually a new furniture item
from Gascho Furniture of Pigeon, MI. The
Quilt Auction takes over at 11:00 a.m. with
hand and machine stitched quilts, many of
heirloom quality, plus comforters, afghans,
and wall hangings. Both auctions will take
turns throughout the day. Area auctioneers
alternate throughout the auctions as well.

Blessing Bids are a unique part of this sale.
Bids are taken to meet specific needs or
projects around the world. Bidders gener-
ously give with nothing received but a
feeling of blessing someone else in the
world in great need. Items bid on could
include wells, water purification, hous-
ing, education, health supplies, emergency
food, or school, relief, and hygiene kits.

4 Friday: 8/5/2022 N

Garage Sale, Produce, Bake
Sale & Books at 9 a.m.

Shops Open at 4:30 p.m.

Open House To View Quilts 4:30-9 p.m.

Variety of Food Available All Day

Fun Run at 7 p.m.

Gospel Concert starting at 7 p.m.

Followed by a Family Movie Night
Saturday: 8/1/2020

Sausage & Pancake

Breakfast 6-9 a.m.

Shops Open at 7:30 a.m.

Auction at 9:30 a.m. - Quilt Auction 11 a.m.

Updates and additional information are
available on the website www.reliefsale.
org. As the sale date draws near photos
and descriptions are posted there. The
Oscoda County Fairgrounds is located
on Caldwell Road, 5 miles north of Mio
or 3 miles west of Fairview off M-33.

For Information call (989) 848-5904 www.

reliefsale.org email: info@reliefsale.org

- /
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Tour Oscoda County in The Fall

October 1-15
Beautiful Fall Color Tours

Contact Chamber at 989-826-3331 for self-guided map.

FROM MIO » Tum left on Steiner Rd., travel T mile
» North on M-33, 3 miles o Kittle Rd. » Turn right on Weaver Rd., continue 4 miles to
M72

» Turn left onto Kittle Rd. confinue 2 miles
» Tum right on to Galbraith Rd., continue 2 miles » Tum left on M-72, confinue 2 il o Rogers Rd.
» Turn right on Miler Rd. /F-32, confinue 2% miles > Turn ight on fo Rogers Rd., confinue fo Oaks Rd.

) . Yo mile
» Turn left on to M-33 /M-73, continue 4 miles to

Fairview » Tum right on Oaks Rd. 2 miles

» Tum lft i Foirew and confinue north on M-33, * Tum lef on o Abbe Rd. confinue fo Mckinley Re.
to Comins » Turn right onfo McKinley Rd., confinue to M-33
» At M-33 tum left to go back to Mio

» Heading south on M-33 from Comins, 1Yz miles
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"LUZERNE HARDWARE )

* Plumbing i
« Electrical Hunting & Doit

« Valspar Paints Fishing License |
* Propane Fill Station

+ Cabot Stains

« Camping, Hunting & Fishing Supplies

Stormy Kromer Hats & More
2244 Deeter Rd., Luzerne

“More than just a
hardware store!” j

WELCH
ND & TIMBER

Harvesting NE MI forests since 1985.

Buyers of Standing Timber — Land Owner Management Plans
Logging - Firewood - Forester on Staff
SFI Certified — Master Logger
989.848.5197

N (989) 826-8050
e

Pinewood Motel )

142 S. Mt. Tom Road (M-33) « Mio, Ml 48647
989-826-3137

In-Room Coffee + Air Conditioning * Direct TV
Pet Friendly « Picnic & Bonfire Area
Singles, Doubles, Suites & Kitchenettes
Fridge & Microwaves in all rooms

Free Wireless
OPEN ALL YEAR!
Nightly, Weekly & Monthly Rates

Auction Aeres: (989) 848-5158
www.LetsTalkAuction.com

1491 N. Perry Creek Rd. & M-33, Mio, MI. - Auctions Saturday 10am

N
AN

”ﬂrﬂ'#s?ﬂﬂfs‘

QO E. Kneeland Rd., Mio, MI 48647 - 989-826-3388J

~

J. CARD

SURVEYING, LLC

* Boundary Surveys
* Parcel Divisions
e Construction Stakeout

* Mapping

3275 N. M33
Rose City, MI
989-685-5075

jcard@jcardsurveying.com
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Unique Shopping Opportunities in Oscoda County

One of Oscoda County's best kept secrets,

is our unique shopping opportunity’s, you'll
find, they are littered with great deals in
places you never thought of We all know
about the downtown shopping in Mio,
Fairview, Luzerne and Comins and the Amish
Community and their local stores, but have
you ever thought about an Auction? Oscoda
County has two auction houses between Mio
and Fairview, you'll ind the excitement and
thrill of a live auction exhilarating, not your

e

normal shopping experience, not to men-
tion that great find at a bargain price. On
any given Saturday you will see the parking
lot filled at Lets Talk Auction on the corner
of M-33 and Perry Creek Road, go to the
auction find out how fun it can be. Maybe
you like a little slower pace shopping experi-
ence, just north of Fairview in Comins you'll
find the Carrie James Antiques wannabees
and more, well know by the locals for great
buys, the deals are ever changing, and the

Carrie James Antiques offers a uniquely
different shopping that you'll love. Take

that turn you never have before and as you
explore Oscoda County you will find and any
number of Antique shops and Second hand
shops, you can pour through the special

and different finds that you had as a child or
remember you grandparents using. Plan a
day or a weekend Oscoda County's Unique
Shopping Opportunity’s are waiting for you.

T
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We Invite You to Worship with Us

Church of Christ in Mio
509 N. Morenci, Mio
(989) 826-5762

Worship Service Sunday
10:00 a.m. & 1:30 p.m.

Comins Community Church
4263 N. 1st Street, Comins

(989) 848-2909

Worship Service Sunday 11:00 a.m.

Emma Lowery United
Church of Christ

3474 W. Park Rd., Luzerne
(989) 826-5503

Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

Fairview Mennonite Church
1583 N. Abbe Rd., Fairview

(989) 848-2953

Worship Service Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Faith Baptist Church
1408 N. M-33, Fairview
(989) 848-5273
Sunday Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Freedom Worship
Center Church

611 Mt. Tom Rd. (M-33)
(989) 826-8315

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Bible School 9:30 a.m.

Bible Study Wednesday 9:00 a.m.

Luzerne Baptist Church
3642 M-72, Luzerne
(989) 826-8888

Sunday Worship

11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Living Water Lutheran Church
(LC.M.S)

207 Fourth Street, Mio

(989) 826-1688

Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.

Mio Baptist Church

357 S. Mt. Tom, Mio

(989) 390-1674 or 826-3944
Sunday Worship

11:00 a.m. & 1:30 p.m,,
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Service 7:00 p.m.

Mio Seventh Day

Adventist Church

1845 S. Mt. Tom, Mio

(989) 826-3855

Sabbath Bible Study 10:00 a.m.,
Worship Service

Saturday 11:30 a.m.,

Prayer Meeting 6:30 p.m.

Mio United Methodist Church
1101 W. 8th Street, Mio

(989) 826-5598

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

New Hope Assembly of God
520 W. 8th St. (M-72), Mio
(989) 826-3898

Sunday School 10:00 a.m.,
Sunday Service 11:00 a.m.,
Sunday Evening 6:00 p.m.,
Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.

St. Bartholomew

Episcopal Church

M-72 West, Mio

(989) 826-3993

Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

Bible Study Thursday 10:00 a.m.

St. Johns Evangelical
Lutheran Church (WELS)
75 N. Mt. Tom Rd., Mio
(989) 826-5593

Sunday Worship 11:30 a.m.

St. Mary's Catholic Church
100 Deyarmond, Mio

(989) 826-5509

Sunday Mass 8:30 a.m.

TriPoint Church of God
831 W. Miller Rd., Mio

(989) 848-5247

Worship Services Sunday
8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.,
Youth Wednesday 7:00 a.m.

g ISE Johns Evangelical
Lutheran Church




58 | COME VISIT ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL AREAS IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN!

Autumn Wine Tasting & Silent Auction
Annual Event The first Saturday of November

This year will be the 21st Annual Event semi-formal atmosphere with Hors D'oeuvres  benefit Oscoda County's Fireworks display

sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce for  provided by The Au Sable River Restaurant. on the 4th of July, along with door prizes.

Oscoda County at Mio Community Cen- ) ) ) ) ) ) ) )

ter. More than 26 wines are sampled from Wh|le samph‘ng the various selecﬂoqs of{ For more information, tickets, location

Michigan wineries in the Rose City, Alpena wines, participants can view the auction items  and time of the event contact the Cham-
donated by local businesses and place bids. ber of Commerce at 989-826-3331.

and Traverse City areas. The event is held in a _
A 50/50 cash drawing also takes place to

Oscoda County Lumberjack Heritage Days
August 12 & 13, 2022 at Oscoda County Fairgrounds

Logging and the timber industry are a large This is a fun filled weekend of the entire Camping is available for the week-
part of Oscoda County. With the mod- family, with horse rides, 3 different inflatable end. For further information call
ernization of the trade, the art of being rides, wagon rides, music, food, animals, Sandy Gehringer — Handrich 734-
a true Lumberjack has almost vanished. exhibits, a bike rodeo, crafters, games, 788-3254, Logging Competition.
The logging expo competition gives you a vendors, yard sale, and much more.

taste of the skills of being a lumberjack.

Cowboy Church, People Mover,
Cornhole Tournament
Bonfire & Music,

Horse Chiropractor & Blacksmith,
Frustration Buster (car smash),
Water balloon toss and Wrestling by
Imperial Wrestling Entertainment.

School house will be open!

Lumberjack Competition: Classes
are $5 each up to $40. Prizes will be
awarded to the top four competitors.

Classes are: Amateur Stock Chain-
saw, Open Class Chainsaw, Women's
Stock Chainsaw, Underhand Chop,
Bowsaw, Jack-N-Jill Crosscut, Axe
Throw, 2-Man Crosscut, 3-Cube
Chainsaw Stock Appearing, 5-Cube
Chainsaw Pipe Class, and Water Boil.

Contact Info (Fair Assocpres)
Sandy Gehringer - Handrich
734-788-3254.
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Clubs and Organizations of Oscoda County

Luzerne Fairview/Comins | Mio Lions Club Mio M W~ G
American Legion Lions Club o 1o Vloose VFW Post 4126
The Mio Loins Club Lodge #1035 and
Post #162 Meetings are held onthe | meets the 3rd Wednes- Chapter #68 Monthly meetings take
first and third Tuesdays day of each month. If P place the first Monday

Our general membership

meetings are the second of each month at the you wou'ld like more Call 989-826-6081. of each month at 7 p.m.
Thursday of every month. !_|ons DeAn. For more information about contact number
Call 989-826-5950. information they can be the club, they can be 989-826-1253
contacted at PO. Box 31, contacted at PO. Box 17, or 826-3456
Fairview Michigan 48621 Mio, Michigan 48647
or call 989-464-9525. or call 989-826-5371.

Oscoda County
Shriners Club

The Shriners meet the

Comins Eagles

#3544 A.e!res and Knights of Mio Masonic fourth Tuesday of every
Auxiliary Columbus Lodge 596 month at Lost Creek Sky
Contact information Council meetings are held | Mio Masonic Lodge 596, sanch 6 pm. social -
p.m. Business Meet-
989-848-5475. on the first Monday of meets the first Wednes- X
ing. Contact Glenn
each Month, and Assem- | day of each month Guilds 989-685-2981
bly meets fourth Monday | with a dinner at 6 p.m. ’
of each month contact and lodge at 7:30 p.m.
number 989-826-3017. For further information

contact 989-826-5712.

Oscoda Cemeteries

Union Corners Gravesites
Big Creek Township, Oscoda County

Union Corners Gravesites Hughes Graves are located in
are located in Section 28 of Big Creek Township, Oscoda
Big Creek Township, Union Co. Mentor Twp Cemetery
Corners Road south of Valley — (Mio Cemetery)

Road/County Road 488, Mio East 8th St. (S. River Rd) - Mio

Rich Gravesite Clinton Twp Cemetery
Big Creek Township, (Comins Cemetery)
Oscoda County West Boiling Springs

} o Rd. - Comins
Rich Gravesite is located
in Section 27 of Big Creek Comins Twp Cemetery
Township, Rich Road south (Fairview Cemetery)
of Valley Road, Mio. N Abbe Road - Fairview Ml
Kittle Cemetery Davis Cemetery
Elmer Township, Os- 4 mile west of McKinley Rd
coda County & Abbe Rd intersection
Kittle Cemetery is Luzerne Cemetery
located on Kittle Road/ W M-72 - Luzerne

County Road 614, Mio

Hughes Graves Big Creek
Township, Oscoda County
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The Grandview School was originally located
on the corner of Oaks Rd. and Rogers Rd.
From 1907 until 1926 it was used as a one-
room school for grades one through eight.
In 1927 the building was moved into Fairview
where it was used for the third and fourth
grades. In 1935 it was converted to shop class
and continued until 1953. The building was

COME VISIT ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTewnstef 0scodarCountyGAN!

P

PRES
left unused for storage until 1991 when it was
moved to the Oscoda County Fairgrounds.

In 2009 the Au Sable Valley Engine

and Tractor Club started a full restora-
tion. At the present time it is restored to
what a typical one-room school would
have been like in the early 1900s.

Yiig-ruuis by iy ilg surky LIUNY.

Upon visiting a person will find old
teaching materials, information on
past teachers and students that have
been part of this schools history.

The school will be open at most fair-
ground activities or upon special request.

History

After lumber companies cleared
much of the timber of Oscoda
County from 1870-1899, a land
agent began contacting Amish
and Mennonites in Ohio and
Indiana in 1899, promoting the
area as favorable to farming.
Farming wasn't easy, but the
many Amish and Mennonites
who settled in the Fairview and
Comins areas grew accustom to
life here and stayed. Residents
with Mennonite heritage still
make up much of Fairview's population, and
the spirit of sharing and helping neighbors
that prevailed in the early days still ex-

ist today, as does the lumber industry.

Today’s travelers driving through the
small town of Fairview, where M-33 and
M-72 intersect, will notice a sign advis-
ing them they are entering the desig-

Fairview

nated "Wild Turkey Capital of Michigan,’
famous for the flocks that roam the area.

Nearby Attractions:

Northern Michigan Relief Sale, the First
weekend in August at the Fairgrounds,
auction of hand-made quilts, much more.
Proceeds fund worldwide relief efforts. Sky-
line Event Center, many summer events. Visit

their Facebook

Skyline Event Center for
updated information. Steiner
Museum, pioneer and logging
industry artifacts. Au Sable
River, Comins Flats, approx.

3 miles south of Fairview, is a
common canoe stopping point.

Fairview Shopping

The Family Bookshelf, unique
gifts from around the world;
Fairview Food Market,
with roots to 1904, excellent
meat department; Fairview
Hardware, all your hardware and wood
stove needs, and a knowledgeable staft.

Fairview Services

Wellspring Luther Services, a 90
acre campus in Fairview, skilled nurs-
ing facility (rated among the top in
nation), apartments and condos.
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McKinley

Historic logging town McKinley, once called Potts, was a bustling town
during the 1800's logging boom in Michigan and was considered the
largest in Oscoda County. Now you will find a great out-of-the-way
village of mainly log cabins. McKinley is an ORV trail head for the
county and a favorite snowmobile stop on the trails in the winter.

The Au Sable River is on the south side with a canoe landing and

the McKinley Bridge. Just up from the river is the Scenic River Wood

Towns of Oscoda County | ¢!

Restaurant and Bar, a true up north establishment always friendly and
the food is always good. McKinley also hosts a Motel, Store and Civic
Center. Look at McKinley on a map and you will see an island in the

middle of the Huron National Forest and all the hunting, fishing, hiking
and riding it has to offer. In the fall and summer McKinley Road winds
its way from Mio to McKinley on the north side of the Au Sable River

and is a gorgeous drive and a favorite among motorcycle enthusiasts.

MERINLEY
HIoTORIC
LUMBER TOWN
1880

Greenwood Township Park

Constructed in 2002, Greenwood Town-

ship Hall plays host to the small park and a
beautiful nature walk trail with formal flower
gardens that include a gazebo. The trail and
flower gardens are built and maintained by

a group of dedicated volunteers from our
community and is open to the public. The
walk includes stops along the way with educa-
tion on trees and plants native to our area.

Greenwood Township area located in the
northwest corner of Oscoda County offers
a great escape from the city with sev-

eral of the finest golf courses in the state

at Garland Resort. Located in the heart of
the township, Garland Resort offers the
best in overnight and vacation accom-
modations, food and entertainment and
offers several different courses for the
beginner to the most avid of golfers.

The many lakes in the area offer the best in
fishing and water sports. Whether you are
looking for the quiet of a bed and breakfast
or a stay at one of the lodges on the lakes,
camping or just quiet walks in the woods,
Greenwood Township is a great destination.
The winters offer some of the finest snowmo-
bile riding, snow shoeing and ice fishing as
well. Heading south on Co. Rd. 489 you will
find the village of Red Oak and the

Au Sable River.
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LUNCHBOX

\ 7095 W M-72 . Curran, Michigan « (989) 848-7290 -
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BLAIR’S SERVICE

24 HR. Towing Local & Long Distance

Gas & Oill
We Fill Propane * Lock-Out Service
Front End Alignments

(989)826-5033 (@)

* Tires * Batteries ¢ Belts

1 Mile North of Mio
210 S. M-33

4 Bread e Pies o Pastries e Rolls N

_New - Sliced Bread - Fresh Farm Eggs

The Bakery

22 N. Camp Ten Road

Heart of the
Michigan
Trail System

Find us on FACEBOOK or email
ausablevalleysnowgroomers@gmail.com

Ml01 MI 4864? Flowers Shop
1526 N‘.A.bbe Rd.,
Glen & Roxana Shirk e e tncers | U o an001s
@89-825—5294 and Tuesdaysy i www.asiacactus.com )
AUSABLE VALLEY\ Fresh from scratch duily!\
SNOW GROOMERS, INC Bread, Donuts, Cakes, Cookies

Hand Dipped Ice Cream
and Much More!

WINTER HOURS
Thursday - Saturday, 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.
and Sunday 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

SUMMER HOURS
Thursday - Monday, 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

989-390-0518

463 S. Mt. Tom Road, Mio
Find us on Facebook!
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L, %
- O3U's Welewms | Coues \
Camping and Day Use DiSposal ‘
s A Service L.L.C.
I:EQ?NE:%ET I\P/I|(()) Il?/l(i)c);(h?g;n Residential Service
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Special Pick-Ups

(989) 826-5084 Free Quotes

(989) 370-4661

\ If no answer, leave a message and your call will be returned.
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Luzerne

The community of Luzerne was started in 1881 when Major My-
ron B. Hagaman and his family moved here from Luzerne County,
Pennsylvania. Luzerne boasts the ‘Big Creek’ trout streams,

great for fly-fishing with Branch’s of the stream system cross-

ing the roads on the east, west and north sides of town. North

of town where Deeter Road meets the Au Sable River, you

will ind Big Creek Township Park, you can throw your tube in

the river, camp or picnic at this great location on the river.

To the west and south of Luzerne are square miles of the Huron
National Forest, great for hunting and hiking. There are main-
tained trails for snowmobiling and ORV'ing. The Michigan Shore
to Shore horse trail is just south of Luzerne. The snowmobile trail
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come right into downtown Luzerne at Ma Deeter’s Restaurant and
Bar. Luzerne also is an ORV trailhead on the ORV trail system.

Need to pick some things up for your Oscoda County adventure?
The Luzerne Hardware, is more than just hardware and the Luzerne
Express has groceries, an express restaurant and campground, they
have you covered. Feel like getting out and enjoying nature, the
weather and woods? Take a hike on the Luzerne Boardwalk, part of
the shore to shore riding trail. It offers hikers a unique way to see
the woods and wildlife and is located just south of town on Gal-
loway Road. In downtown Luzerne you will find Constock Park, a
great place for the kids to play, picnic or host a family gathering.
No matter what activity you enjoy, Luzerne has got you covered!

[ ]
Mio
Mio, Michigan is Oscoda County’s largest village and the county
seat. On the courhouse lawn you can visit Veterans Memorial and
the Kirtland's Warbler Monument. Be sure to visit the Mio Pizza Shop
where you can take a picture with the long time world famous Pink
Elephant. Au Sable River, in north Mio, is one of the most sought out
angling and canoeing areas in the world. Along the Au Sable you can
see the Mio Hydro-electric Plant, generating green energy for the
area for the last 100 years. Joe Pillars Park, on the north side of the
river, has an ADA accessible fishing pier; there you will find a picnic
area and a canoe entry point. Two canoe liveries bordering the park
are available for those who want to rent. Another popular attraction in

Mio is the Our Lady of the Woods Shrine, a Catholic shrine dedicated
to Mary which was built over 50 years ago and is located a block
and a half west of M-33 on M-72. The shrine has several grottos and
many beautiful scenes. You will ind beautiful scenic overlooks for
the Mio backwaters down further on M-72. Just east of Mio on 8th
St. find the Big Cedar Tree, the largest white cedar tree in Michigan,
which is measured at more than 153 inches in diameter and said to
be more than 390 years old. Back in town on Main Street you will
find an assortment of shops, businesses, restaurants and bars that
will help top off that great time you will have in Oscoda County.

Comins

The village of Comins derives its name from Coolidge Comins of
Bangor Maine, one of the first pioneers to settle in Oscoda County.

Comins established in 1884, had the advantage of then be-
ing the last railroad in Oscoda County, and quickly became
superior, distributing livestock and supplies to the rest of the
County by team or truck. Their decline began when the de-
velopment of M-33 began and the last train arrived in July
of 1927, thus ending the railroad era in Oscoda County.

From 1927 to the present Comins has seen more difficult times and
has been totally dependent on the traffic of M-33 for its livelihood.

On July 3, 1999 the village of Comins was devastated by a tornado.
The church, town hall, fire hall. Ball stadium and several out buildings,
along with a lot of homes and most of the trees were destroyed.

In Comins is The Woodworkers Shoppe, the nation's leader in qual-
ity log siding, knotty pine paneling and log home product. The
post office provides the locals and visitors with a postal service.

The township Park has a picnic area, ball diamond, children’s play
area, The Cedar run Golf Club with 18 holes and club house along
with a driving range, club rentals, added last year is the Frontier Fun
Park, with rides, and a camp ground offer activities for the area.

Comins Caboose,
A Glimpse of the Past

Located in Comins on north
M-33 is the caboose, a
Grand Trunk model. Once
owned by Stephen Linsen-
meyers of Monroe, Michi-
gan, the caboose has been
donated to local interests
and arrived to the Comins
area on October 8, 1985.
Curious eyes can inspect
the caboose and hear the
faint echo of, "All aboard!!!”

DETROT

MACKAL
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Luerne Boardalk

cedar swamp along the bottomlands of the East
’é;i' MIO Branch of Big Creek, just south of the village of
N Q‘f/ Luzerne. With towering cedars overhead and water

ALl underneath, the sturdy boardwalk (constructed
| fq}c’ y and used by horseback riders) offers a unique and

FISHERMANS DR. ‘ <% be;utn‘ul hike. An extensive network Qf hiking/horse
trails extends beyond the one-half mile board-
LUZERN E PARK RD. walk, but the boardwalk itself is not a loop trail. A
tornado crossed this area in 1997 and uprooted
some large white pine and cedar trees. These dead
snags and downed timber attract woodpeckers
and chickadees and provide cover for a variety
of wildlife species including bears and bobcats.

T Luzerne Boardwalk winds through an old growth

Directions

DEETER RD.

ROYCE AVE.

From the M-72 traffic light in Luzerne, drive south
~ on Deeter Road for 1/2 mile to Palmer Road. Turn

PALMER RD. g S - - - left (east) and proceed 1/4 mile to Galloway Road.
o ) SHORE TO Turn right (south) and drive 3/8 mile to Forest Road
3 ’ SHORE TRAIL 3023, Turn left onto this two-track and drive until
it ends at the Luzerne Boardwalk parking area.
LUZERNE
) BOARDWALK Ownership: U.S. Forest Service,

“ Mio District Ranger Station, (989) 826-3252.
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Snowmobile Permit
and Safety Tips

Trail permits are required to
operate snowmobiles in the
state of Michigan. More than
300 Snowmobile Association
agents, statewide are selling
pre-printed snowmobile permits.

In addition to registration of

a snowmobile in Michigan or
from another state or province,
a person who desires to oper-
ate a snowmobile in this state
needs to purchase a snow-
mobile trail permit sticker. The
snowmobile trail permit sticker
is valid for 1 year which begins
October 1and ends Septem-
ber 30 of the following year.

Snowmobile trail
permits are available
at the following:

Online at the DNR E-License
Web site- mailed to you within
7-10 days. OR Through the
Michigan Snowmobile Associa-
tion. OR From DNR Operations
Service Centers. OR DNR Hunting
and Fishing License Vendors

Snowmobiles are
exempt from the Trail
Permit Sticker if they
are:

Operated exclusively on lands
owned or under the control of
the owner, used entirely in a safe-
ty education program conducted
by a certified snowmobile safety
instructor, exclusively operated in
a special event of limited duration
which is conducted according to
a prearranged schedule under

a permit from the gov-
ernmental unit
having proper
Jjurisdiction or

a snowmobile
used solely for
transportation
on the frozen
surface of
public waters
for the purpose
of ice fishing.

Display of Trail Permit
Sticker:

The trail permit sticker needs
to be permanently affixed

to the forward half of the
snowmobile directly above
or below the headlight.

Safe Riding Hints

* Always keep your machine in
top mechanical condition.

+ Always wear insulated boots
and clothing including a helmet
and gloves.

* Never ride alone. Always go
with a friend on another snow-
mobile.

* Avoid, when possible, crossing
frozen bodies of water.

* Never operate in single file
when crossing a frozen body of
water.

« Always be alert to avoid fences
and low-strung wires.

* Never operate on a street or
highway.

* Always check the weather be-
fore you go.

* Leave a travel plan.

The above only touches on a
few things regarding snowmobil-
ing please visit the DNR website
for additional information.

http.//www.michigan.gov/
documents/dnr/Snowmo-
bileRegs_268169_7.pdf
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Oscoda County

120 Miles of Snowmobile Trails

The AuSable Valley Snow Groom-
ers, Inc. is a board of 13 women
and men volunteers and has
been doing the grooming in the
county since 1978. We have 120
miles of snowmobile trail that

we maintain from trimming of
trees and brush to the groom-
ing aspect part of it. The trails
go through the Huron Manistee
National Forest, MDNR land

and private property as well.

So, please respect the land and
stay on the groomed trails. The
grooming equipment that we
have is two 2005 Tucker Terra
Sno-Cat’s and a 2015 New Hol-
land Tractor. The drags we use
are Arrowhead 8' 6" Drags made
in Wisconsin. We do ask while
visiting our beautiful county to
stop and shop locally. There are
a lot of mom and pop businesses

that depend on snowmobilers

to make it through the winter
season. We proudly support the
Michigan Snowmaobile Associa-
tion because without them we
wouldn't have the trail system
that you the rider have and enjoy.
You can find us on Facebook for
trail reports and updates (AuS-
able Valley Snow Groomers, Mio)
or on the MSA trail report section
(www.msasnow.org), if you

don't want to do any of that you
can email ausablevalleysnow-
groomers@gmail.com and we
will try to get back with you in a
couple of hours. And as always
we can use volunteers for the
trimming time which we do in the
fall. Enjoy the snow when we can

ride!!
Find us on

Facebook
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2022 Fine (ut Show

Featuring
the Artists of Oscoda County
Past, Present & Future

e Paintings ® Rendering/Illustrations e Sculpture/3D
e Photography/Computer Art o Mixed Media e School entrants

Juried Event 1%, 2" and 3™ Place prizes determined by Major Sponsors
Posthumous entrants — Honorable mention
Elementary and Middle school entrants — participation award.
People’s Choice Award chosen by Attendee’s Votes $1/per vote

Friday, August 19, 2022,5:30 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. ® Meet the Artist Dress Affair
Beer/Wine & Hors D’oeurves ® $25/person $30 at the door

Silent Auction of Pieces donated by Artists Community proceeds to benefit Steiner Museum
Saturday, August 20, 2022, 10:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. ® General Admission — Free ® Donations Welcome

Sunday, August 21, 2022, 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. ® General Admission — Free ¢ Donations Welcome
Place Prizes Announced
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Named after the nearby city, Mio Dam was
the first hydroelectric plant to use a conduit
or under-sluice spillway. William W. Teft, past
Consumers Energy civil engineer and vice
president, invented and patented the conduit.

Hydropower pioneers Edward Loud and
William A. Foote built Mio and five other
Au Sable River dams still operating today.

Just the Facts about Mio Dam

The 4,900-kilowatt hydro facil-

ity began operating in 1916. The spillway
used conduits built into the founda-
tion under the dam’s powerhouse.

A model of 20th century ingenu-

ity, the dam continues to operate us-
ing the same turbines and generators
installed more than a century ago.

It's the first dam that participants
portage during the AuSable Ca-

noe River Marathon in late July.

Mio Dam was named a Michigan His-
toric Site in 2005 and was inducted
into the Hydro Hall of Fame in 2017.

The 23-mile stretch between Mio Dam and
Alcona Pond was designated a Na-
tional Wild and Scenic River in 1984.

Two turbines were transported by rail
using several local lumbering railroads
to Luzerne and then loaded onto horse-
drawn sleighs during winter months.

The watershed provides habitat for bald
eagles and Kirtland's warblers and af-
fords opportunities to hike, camp,

fish, paddle, picnic and birdwatch.

Sand on river bottom and embankments
is like sand in an hourglass. To tighten
the embankment, interlocking pieces of
steel sheeting pilings and reinforced con-

crete were used on the core wall. Wood
pilings supported the powerhouse.

Mio Dam is one of 13 hydroelectric gen-
erating facilities Consumers Energy owns
and operates. The facilities generate
clean, renewable energy on five Michi-
gan rivers and are a vital component of
our Clean Energy Plan for Michigan.

To learn more about Mio Dam and
our hydroelectric facilities, visit Con-
sumersEnergy.com/hydro.

For more about our Clean Energy Plan
and how you can be a force of change,
visit ConsumersEnergy.com/change.

Consumers Energy

Counton Us®
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The Farmers Creamery

Located on the corner of M-33 and Kittle Road north of Mio, The et e
Farmers Creamery and Farmers Kitchen Opened in January of e 5
2020. Organized as a way for the local Amish farmers to provide a
natural, farm to table dairy, meats and baked goods to the public.
The Creamery makes and produces Milk, Ice Cream, butter, Yogurt
and Cheese. Creamery tours are available. The Farmers Kitchen
located in the creamery is a Bakery-Deli-Store. The Kitchen serves
Breakfast sandwiches and made to order Deli Sandwiches, the bakery
serves up a variety of fresh baked goods from donuts to bread. You
can also purchaser local farm raised grass fed beef and products
from the creamery and much more. Stop by 50 W Kittle Road Mio
Mi, Hours of operation are Creamery Monday thru Friday 7am to 5
pm. Farmers Kitchen and store open Monday thru Friday 6:30 am

to 5:30 pm, Saturday 7am to 4 pm. Sorry not open on Sunday.

[
e S b

e —
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Off-Road Vehicle Huron-Manistee National Forests

+ National Forest system roads are
closed unless posted open.

« Driving an ORV off National Forest system
roads or posted ORV trails is prohibited.

« Driving motorized vehicles on Na-
tional Forest system roads or trails that
are posted closed or have been bar-
ricaded or obliterated is prohibited.

* Driving an ATV greater than 50
inches in width on a National For-
est system ORV trails is prohibited.

+ Driving an ORV on snowmaobile-
only trails between December 1st
and March 31st is prohibited

ORV: any motorized vehicle ca-
pable of cross-country travel on
land or water of National Forest.

ATV: a 3 or 4 wheeled vehicle designated
for off-road use that has low-pressure
(balloon-type) tires, with a seat designed
to be straddled by the operator, pow-
ered by an engine from 50cc to 500cc
displacement on the National Forests.

Road: a transportation facility which
is drivable by 50 inch or wider four-
wheeled vehicles with two-wheel drives.

Trail: a path or way of varying width which
is used by and maintained for hikers,

horse riders, snow travelers, bicyclists, or
motorized vehicles and is designated for
non-motorized travel or drivable only by
motorized vehicles less than 50 inches wide.

ALL ORV'S operating on the Na-
tional Forest system lands must:

1. Have current vehicle titles from the Michi-
gan Secretary of State -
(Note: not required on non-resi-
dent ORV's used in Michigan).

2. Have a current State of Michigan ORV
sticker permanently attached to the ve-
hicle — (Note: required on resident AND
non-resident ORV's used in Michigan).

3. Have a valid operators’ license or learn-
ing permit as required by State Law.

4. Operators and passengers must wear
a U.S. Department of Transportation
(USDQT) approved crash helmet AND
protective eyewear or goggles EX-
CEPT when the ORV is equipped with

an approved roof AND the operator
and passengers are wearing properly
adjusted and fastened safety belts.

. Have a braking system in good working

condition operated by hand or foot. Have
a throttle system designed to automati-
cally and immediately return the engine
speed to idle when pressure is released.

. Have a U.S. Forest Service (USFS) ap-

proved spark arrester and muffler; in
good working condition and in constant
operation, meeting applicable federal
and state sound level standards.

. Have designed, manufactured accom-

modations for seating for each passenger.

. If operated during the hours of 2

e F

28 'l AN (-

hour after sunset to 2 hour before
sunrise must also have and display all
of the following: (a) a lighted head-
light, (b) a lighted taillight, (c) a brake
light (brighter than the taillight).

9. Not be under the influence of alcohol or
other drugs while operating an ORV.

10. Drive in a safe and respon-
sible manner so as not to endan-
ger any persons or property.

11. Responsibility of user to acquire a
current motor vehicle use map.

U.S. Forest Service officers are authorized to
enforce ORV regulation. Violations carry a
maximum fine of $500 or 6 months imprison-
ment or both, under authority of 16 USC 557.
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while trails remain
restricted to 50" or less.
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OPERATOR RESPONSIBILITIES
Obtain Motor Vehicle
Use Map (MVUM)

Operating a motor vehicle on National Forest System roads, trails, and
in areas on National Forest Systems lands carries as great a responsi-
bility as operating that vehicle in a city or other developed setting.

Read and understand your motor vehicle use map (MVUM) in its
entirety. Road, trail, and area users must comply with this map,
as well as all Federal, State and local laws and regulations. Com-
pliance with these rules is the responsibility of the user.

If you have questions contact the Huron-Man-
istee National Forest for clarification.

Mio Ranger District
107 McKinley Road
Mio, Ml 48647
989-826-3252 - TTY: 989-826-3252

T
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Luzerne Trail Camp

The Hiking and Horse Trail is a Shore-to-Shore marked trail,
from Lake Huron at Oscoda to Lake Michigan at Empire.

There are many trails surrounding these two camps. You will see
deer, wild turkeys, and other smaller animals while walking or rid-

ing through our beautiful forest as you climb hills and cross rivers.

These trails and camps are maintained and cared for by
the DNR, USFS and Michigan Trail Riders Association.

To find the Luzerne Camp from Mio go west on M-72, 8 miles
to Luzerne, then south on County Road 490, 2 miles; con-
tinue south on Forest Road 4541, one mile to the camp.

Enjoy Oscoda County on Horseback

COME VISIT ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL AREAS IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN!
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McKinley Trail Camp

This large trail camp is one of several campgrounds on the Shore-to-
Shore trail. Used primarily by horseback riders, the camp is available
throughout the year for hunting, backpacking and general camp-
ing. The campground can easily accommodate large groups.

From Mio, take County Road 602 east nine miles to the
McKinley Trail Camp access road (Forest Service Road
4004). Turn north and travel one mile to the camp.

U.S. Forest Service, Mio Ranger District, 107 McKin-
ley Rd., Mio, MI 48647 or call 989-826-3252.
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Midland to Mackinac Pathway

A trail which crosses through Oscoda County is the Mid-
land to Mackinac Pathway. This trail runs in a north/south di-
rection near the Oscoda County/Crawford County line.

The Midland to Mackinac Pathway was originally set up by the
Boy Scouts of America to simulate the original Mackinaw Pathway,
which was a migratory route used by the Chippewa Indians. The
pathway weaves through a variety of forest types and land forms.
It offers a vast number of scenic and recreational opportunities.
Camping is allowed on National Forest land; however, no devel-
oped campgrounds occur near this segment of the pathway.

Access to the pathway is available via a parking area north of M-72

at the ORV trail head on Forest Road 4027 (ORV trail) just east of
where the pathway crosses M-72. The parking area is approximately
14 mile west on M-72 or about 16 miles east of Grayling on M-72.

The pathway is marked with blue paint. The pathway does not
have marked return loops. If a shorter hike is desired, the user
must map his/her own return or come back on the same trail.

At this time, there are no fees required for the use of the path-
way. No garbage facilities are provided along the trail, so visi-
tors are asked to please pack out what they pack in.

The Midland to Mackinac Pathway is open year around for hiking
and/or snowshoeing. See information for contact and maps.

Michigan Trail
Riders Association, Inc.

The Michigan Trail Riders Association was created in 1963 with

the enthusiasm of a few horseback riders who wanted to enjoy
the outdoors here in Michigan. With much cooperation with the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources and the U.S. Forest
Service and lots of hard work, the Michigan Shore-to-Shore Riding
and Hiking Trail was created. Now the association has celebrated
50 years of existence and 50 years of riding Shore-to-Shore.

The Michigan Shore-to-Shore Riding and Hiking trail is one of
the “jewels” of upper Michigan and Oscoda County in particu-
lar. This trail runs from Oscoda on Lake Huron to Empire on Lake
Michigan following the lovelyAuSable River in Oscoda County.
The North/South spurs run from Cadillac to Mackinaw City. With
over 2500 members, the Michigan Trail Riders Association clears,
marks and maintains the trail and its associated trail camps.

The camps of Luzerne and McKinley, which are within Oscoda
County, are especially enjoyed because of their pristine atmo-
spheres, the trail running along this section is almost all singje-

track with many picturesque vistas over the AuSable River Valley.

The Michigan Shore-to-Shore Riding and Hiking Trail is open to all
horseback riders and hikers. Maps of -the entire trail can be pur-
chased from the Michigan Trail Riders Assoc, Inc. at PO. Box 72, Ovid,
MI 48866 for $10 per set. Membership in the MTRA, which costs $35
as a “newbie” and $25 for renewals, includes a set of maps and the
opportunity to be a part of five (5) trail rides a year on the Shore-to-
Shore Trail. Membership also includes four newsletters per year
(February, April, August & December) and an annual meeting in
March. If you are interested, please call 989-723-1425 or go online
to the www.mtra.org website. Be sure to check out the “Forum Page”
for calendars, newsletters and other good information. Our Facebook
page is also available with lots of pictures of the rides each year.

Contact: Michigan Trail Riders Association, Inc.
PO. Box 72, Ovid, MI 48866
989-723-1425



74 |

@ ‘Trail Intersection - Locator Map

& Fasy (Green Signs)
¥ More Difficult (Blue Signs)

4 Most Difficult (Black)
\ Existing Trail

“‘\_ Proposed New 'i‘rail
SS 2-track Roads

%, gate

Private Land

Public (National Forest) Land
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LOUD CREEK CROSS COUNTY SKIING - HIKING TRAILS

Lazy 8 2.2K
Creek Circle 3.4K
Marks Run 4.5K
Leaky Hills 5.8K
Porky Park 1.8K
Long Grades (Short Loop) 4.7K
Long Grades [Long Loop} 5.3K
Volley View 5.0K

13.8K Trail Total
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Wolf Creek Trail System :QJ

Au Sable National Scenic River
Huron National Forest

Mio Ranger District
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Wolf Creek Hiking
and Cross
Country Ski Trail

In 2012 the Wolf Creek Trail system was re-estab-
lished in the Huron-Manistee National Forests.

: This newly designated 4.8 mile non-motorized
trail system provides day-use opportunities within
the Au Sable River corridor suitable for walking,
biking, cross-country skiing, and snowshoe-

ing. The trail loop system provides users with a
semi-primitive experience. Trail users will enjoy
views of the river throughout their walk and

from time to time be able to watch a variety

* of wildlife or observe a diversity of plants in a
natural woodland setting. Signs have been placed
along the trail for users comfort and to comple-
ment the historical, educational and interpre-

tive values found next to the Au Sable River.

The Wolf Creek Trail System is located adjacent
to the Town of Mio. It has two access points. The
first is located approximately 0.5 mile north of
the stop light in Mio at the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources parking lot and
canoe puttin. The second public access point is
2.0 miles east of the stop light on County Road
602. This second access point and parking lot
should be used for winter sport activities.
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Drive the Jack Pine Wildlife Viewing Tour. This
58-mile self-guided tour will take you through
the scenic Au Sable River Valley and the
unique Jack Pine ecosystem —home of the
endangered Kirtland's Warbler, one of the rar-
est birds in the world. The auto tour not only
takes you through areas inhabited by the
Kirtland's Warbler, but also through a variety
of wildlife habitats providing opportunities

to see, hear, photograph and learn about
many kinds of wildlife, from white-tailed deer
and bald eagles to bluebirds and beaver.

Located near the town of Mio, the in-
formative and beautiful tour consists of
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Jack Pine Wildlife Viewing Tour

a series of eleven wildlife viewing sites
along state and country highways. In-
terpretive signs at each site describe the
natural features of the area including the
wildlife that you are likely to see there.

Although you can start at any point along
the tour route, we recommend start-

ing in Mio and heading south on M-33.
Tour maps and self-guiding brochures are
available at the Chamber of Commerce for
Oscoda County and U.S.ES. offices in Mio.

The auto tour is supported through a unique
partnership of concerned people and organi-
zations who care about the Jack Pine ecosys-
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tem, the Kirtland's Warbler, the Au Sable River
and the human communities in the area.

Partners include the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources, U.S.FS., U.S.D.A. Fish and
Wildlife Service, National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, Chamber of Commerce for
Oscoda County, the Oscoda County Road
Commission, Alcona County Road Commis-
sion, Michigan Department of Transporta-
tion, Michigan Department of Corrections,
The Ruffed Grouse Society, Weyerhauser
Foundation, ABTCo, Consumers Energy,
Wildlife Forever, MichCon, and the Eastern
National Forest Interpretive Association.

Jack Pine Wildlife Viewing Tour
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WILDLIFE VIEWING TIPS

Although there are no guar-
antees that you will see lots of
wildlife while driving this tour,
there are some things you can
do to greatly increase your
chances of being successful:

* Drive the tour in the early
morning or evening—wildlife
are much more active then.

* Be patient—don't expect to
see everything in the first

five minutes you're there.

* Respect the rights of oth-

ers—don't spook wildlife being

Jack Pine Wildlife Viewing Tour.

viewed by someone else.

+ Use binoculars, spotting
scopes, and cameras.

* Bring along field guides to help
you identify what you see.

« Stay back a safe distance
from wildlife—the goal is
to observe nature without
changing animal behavior.

* Leave the site better than
you found it—pick up litter.

* Be prepared for insects—bring
along bug spray or a head net.

1. Au Sable River Loop Overlook
Bald eagles and various kinds of
waterfowl are commonly viewed
here. This scenic overlook offers
the perfect place to end the

2. Wild Turkey Viewing Side Trip
The side trip noted on this
map will take you north to
Fairview, “Wild Turkey Capital
of Michigan! The agricultural
areas you'll see along Abbe and
Weaver Roads are especially
attractive to wild turkeys and,
because the areas are more
open, spotting turkeys is easier.
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3. Clearcut—New Warbler
Habitat This 202-acre area
was cut in 1995 and replanted
in 1997. The informational
signs at this site explain how
“picky” Kirtland's warblers are.

4. O'Brien Lake—Picture-Post-
card Lake A handicapped-
accessible boardwalk down to
the lake's edge is the perfect
spot for fishing and wildlife
watching. To get to O'Brien
Lake, turn south in McKin-
ley at the watchable wildlife
binocular sign, then follow
the O'Brien Lake signs.

5. Hoist Lakes Hiking Trails Over
20 miles of hiking and cross-
country ski trails wind their
way through forests and along
small lakes and marshes in
this semi-primitive “foot travel
only” area. A brochure with a
detailed trail map is available
at U.S. Forest Service offices.

6. Ecosystem Management Area
— Creating Habitat for the

Kirtland's Warbler The areas

surrounding this site were

managed through commer-
cial timber harvesting and
replanting to maintain the
Jjack pine ecosystem. The area
across the highway was cut

in 1991 and planted in 1992.
The area to the east of the
parking area was cut in 1993,
planted in 1995, and was first
occupied by warblers in 2001.

7. Au Sable High Banks Overlook
— A Ribbon of Life for Wildlife
From this overlook you get a
breathtaking view of the Au
Sable River. A variety of fish
and other wildlife depend on
the river and the plants along
its banks. NOTE: Please stay on
marked pathways and stairs
to help prevent further ero-
sion on the steep river bank.

8. Au Sable Valley Scenic Vista
Get an eagle’s eye view of the
beautiful Au Sable River Valley
and Alcona Dam Pond. Eagles
nest along the pond and river.

9. Ruffed Grouse Walk Like the
Kirtland's warbler, the ruffed
grouse needs young, dense,

forest habitat to survive. For-
est management practices

like clearcutting can greatly
benefit these stately birds.

To learn more about grouse
and their habitat, pick up a
self-guided trail brochure at
this site and take the Ruffed
Grouse Walk. This 3,330 ft. trail
is handicapped-accessible.

10. Snags—There’s Life in Dead
Trees When the trees at this
site were cut to make pulp
for paper products, trees
that were already dead were
left standing. The infor-
mational signs at this site
explain why dead trees are
important to wildlife and
what you can do to help.

11. Mack Lake Burn—The Mack
Lake burn was created by a
forest fire in 1980 that spread
over 25,000 acres and tragi-
cally, burned numerous homes
and buildings. However, the
burn area (shaded area on
map) provided important
habitat to help boost the
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Kirtland's warbler popula-
tion in the early 1990s.

12. Kirtland's Warbler Monu-
ment (Downtown Mio)
Dedicated by Roger Tory
Peterson in 1963, this three
foot tall replica of a male
Kirtland's warbler is encased
in glass and surrounded by
stone. It stands as a memo-
rial to the people that have
endeavored to save these
highly endangered birds.

The United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) Forest
Service is a diverse organization
committed to equal opportu-
nity in employment and pro-
gram delivery. USDA prohibits
discrimination on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, politi-

cal affiliation and familial status.
Persons believing they have been
discriminated against should
contact the Secretary, US Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Washington,
DC 20250, or call 202-720-7327
(voice), or 202-720-1127 (TTY).
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ORYV Trail and Route

Oscoda County, Michigan

300 feet.

GPS Data Disclaimer : Locational accuracy +/-
Please use the GPS coordinate
data as a general guide for trail location. It is

not to be used as an exact location reference.
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—— (DNR license (ORV sticker) required)
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ATV Trail — ORV’s less than 50” in width including off-road motorcycles.

ORV Route — ORV’s of all sizes including off-road motorcycles. (DNR license
(ORYV sticker) required unless licensed by the Secretary of State)

+ Motorcycle Trail — Motorcycles only. (DNR license (ORV sticker) required)

H@—k Motorcycle Trail — Motorcycles only. (Secretary of State license required)

Michigan Cross Country Cycle Trail (MCCCT)

Advisory: Trails and Routes have two-way traffic.

Disclaimer: Trails shown on this map are an approximate representation

of the trail system at the time of publication and may not reflect current ground

conditions. STAY ON SIGNED TRAILS ONLY!

Link to download GPS file
ﬂ Trailhead Parking
State Forest Campground
= Highway
Paved or Gravel Road
— - Poor Dirt Road
Lakes and Rivers
State Land
(.-} County Boundaries

/v

0 0.5 1

1 Viiles

For the location of the Hunt Creek Loop and Mio Trail and also Bull Gap Trail. Visit the DNR website

Updated 11/9/2011
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Mack Lake ORV Trail System

Pick up your free Motor Vehicle Bu“ Ga Tra || GPFS Data Disclaimer. Locational accuracy +-
Use Map from Ranger’s Station p 300 feet. Please use the GPS coordinate

at McKinley Road. Oscoda & Ogemaw Counties, Michigan data as a genersl guide for trail location. I is

not to be used as an exact location reference.

A Link to Download GPS file
e ATV Trail - OR\V's less than 507 in width including off-road [3 Traiinead Parking
maotoreycles, (DNR kcense (ORV slicker) required) —— Highway
—— Paved or Gravel Road
Advigory: Tralls and Routes have two-way traflic. — - Poor Dirt Ru?d
Disclaimer: Trails shown on this map are an approximate representation of the [ Lakes and Rivers

trail system at the time of publicatian and may not reflect current ground conditions. | State Land
STAY OM SIGNED TRAILS OMLYY [ Huron-Manistee MNational Forest

(.~} County Boundaries
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Things to do in
Oscoda County

10) Tube the Au Sable River

Float down the real |azy river

5) Visit a Train Caboose in Comins

9) Visit Steiner Museum 4) Kids squirrel hunt competition
Two miles north of Fairview on highway M-33 Annually part of the [Luzerhe predator hunt
8) Kids Free Fishing Day 3) Kids games & Fireworks at the ¢th of July

3 days Of festivities at Mio, Luzerne and comins

2) Visit Coopers Ville - Wild West Town
7) Picture with the Pink Elephant Fire Tower Road [ewiston
Morenci Gt. at the Mio Pizza Shop

February 15th ¢ 16th,
June 13th ¢ 14th at Pond Drive

6) Visit the Sherman tank The Number one Kids thing to do ......

at the American Legion in Luzerne ) 1) Wild Frontier Fun Park - Carnival rides
You will also find a troop transport at the Mio VFW Weaver Rd. Comins

00000000000000000000000000000000000
Holiday Light Parade

First Saturday after Thanksgiving Yearly

A Holiday Light Parade with a Christmas theme is the main highlight of Mio's North-
ern Holiday. The beautifully lit and decorated floats and organization’s entrants are
a sight that everyone enjoys. The streets are lined with happy faces as the children
watch for Santa riding on his specially designed float. Prior to the parade at 6 p.m.,
Santa sits on his throne from 3-5 p.m. and listens intently to the children regard-

g ing their Christmas list. While helpers serve refreshments, parents are encour-
aged to either have their child’s picture taken or may take your own photos.

This event is always held the Saturday following Thanksgiving Day — this year the
date will be November 26th — and will be a great beginning to the holiday sea-
son. For more information contact the Chamber office at (989) 826-3331.
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Choose which of the two players goes first. Players take turns drawing a pencil line between two dots in any row or column. When
a player draws a line that completes a box, he/she writes their initials inside the box and then must draw another line. If this line
their initials inside that box and takes another turn. If a player completes a box they must

completes another box,
take another turn. After

player writes
all the boxes

are filled, players count initials. Player with their initials in the most boxes is the WINNER.
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Cedar Valley "Wild Frontier” Fun Park

Second Largest Amusement Park in Michigan
Located at 3780 N. Weaver Rd., Comins - 989.848.2799

Cedar Valley's "Wild Frontier” Fun Park was completed in the summer of 2015. We offer carnival rides and batting cages with
hard ball and soft ball. Vintage carnival rides have been carefully restored and offer a wonderful family adventure in a beauti-
ful wooded setting. Putt-putt golf is another activity enjoyed by all ages. Our 19-hole course has fun and challenging ob-
stacles and the Wild Frontier theme adds to the fun. A local artist carved the many sculptures with a chainsaw.
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secret Backyard Frontier! > )

In every human being’s back yard; lives a
bush. And in that bush lies a secret
passageway to the Land of

(Adjective; Fish)
You must seek out your secret pathway,
and go there! In this land, ,
(mythical creatures)
gather to create the of
(adjective-est)

potions. These potions will make you
, and

(adjective) ! (adjective) ! (color)

even give you the ability to

(verb; noun)
Here, you can also learn how to cook
ina cauldron made out

(noun) (color)

of .You'll be the most

(adjective; clothing)

magical, kid on

(adjective) (planet)

? © Wool Jr. Kids Activities, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Find us @ WooJr.com
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Let is snow let it show let it snow
let it snow. Get out there enjoy
the crisp clean air, hear the
crunch in you steps, the colder
temperatures are inviting you

to enjoy Oscoda County in the
Winter. There are so many things
to do, that you can enjoy with
your family and friends. One is
the Loud Creek Cross Country Ski
trails. Always a favorite, different
loops offer their own challenges
and levels of fun, you will feel
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Oscoda Winter Fun

like the only person on earth in
the serenity of the woods glid-
ing down the groomed paths
ways. Or go Ice skating and join
a game of pickup hockey at the
Ice Rink at Boney Park in Fairview,
lighted for nighttime use, it has
boards like a professional ice rink
and the ice is conditioned with

a Zamboni. How great is that !
The ice rink is open in the winter
free of charge. North of Fairview
on M-33 in the village of Comins

you will find the sledding hill, it's a
local secret of the kids. Grab that
saucer or sled and get on out
there, any given day you will see
kids having fun sliding across the
white snow and screaming from
the adrenaline of the speed. All
Great fun in Oscoda County. Of
course everybody knows about
the great Ice fishing on vari-

ous inland lakes, the excitement
of snowmaobiling on the many
groomed snowmobile trails in the

county and the fun times you can
have rabbit hunting. When your
out there, stop look around, the
views and the scenery are total
different, you can see farther
and notice things you haven't
seen before. It truly is one of
the best seasons of the year. And
when you go in to get warmed
up, you'll have that warm smile
and all the memories of the
winter fun in Oscoda County.

T g

The Ice Rinks at Boney Park
1386 Maple Dr, Fairview, Mi

Located on the South east side of
Fairview in Boney Park, on the south
side of the baseball field. There are
2 rinks, one is designated for skating
and the 2nd rink has boards and is
designated for hockey A warming
hut is open 24/7 for getting ready to
skate or just to get out of the cold.

Hockey games usually occur on
weekends between 6 PM and 10 PM.

Anyone is welcome as there are
multiple skill levels with friendly
competition. The rink is available
for use 24/7 as long as ice condi-
tions are favorable. There is a light
switch located on the east side of
the Zamboni/Equipment garage.
Also on that side are hockey pucks
in a PVC pipe available for use.
We ask that these be returned.

i o' i

- : “1

e

The rink is operated with the help of donations and needed
for future projects to improve the rink accessories. Any do-
nation can be made to “Boney Park Ice Rink” at the Comins
Twp. building, at the drop box on the front door.
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y This is one of the largest native
¥ white cedars on the Michigan

mainland, according to the Big
Tree Committee of the Northern
Michigan Botanical Society. It has

a girth of 153 %2 inches and a di-
ameter of 47.8 inches. It has a total

8 height to top of foliage of 43 feet.

Sometime in the rather distant
past, the ravages of time and
weather have removed a large
portion of the original crown
at a point approximately 29
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Big Cedar Tree

feet above the ground where
the diameter at the point of
break measures 26 inches.

Efforts to determine the age of
this huge tree have met with only
limited success; however it can be
assumed to exceed 350 years and
was therefore only a seedling or

a small sapling when the Pilgrims
landed at Plymouth Rock. The
rather isolated location of this
specimen on a small semi-island
area within a few feet of the Au

Sable River, has afforded protection
from the numerous forest fires that
over-ran adjacent lands during the
early 1900's. It is also highly prob-
able that its defective condition
caused the early loggers to pass

it by in favor of sounder trees.

The tree is located on U.S. For-
est Service lands. Travel 2.5 mile
east of the traffic light in Mio

on Country Road 602 to Forest
Road 4354. Travel north on FR
4354 approximately 1.5 miles to
the intersection, proceed left to
parking for the Big Cedar Tree
or proceed right for parking

for fishing access to the river.
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Join The Chamber!

Successful business owners understand the impor-
tance of Membership in the Chamber of Commerce.

Everyone knows if you want information about any area, you contact
the Chamber of Commerce to get that information. The Chamber of-
fers a value to you as a business owner, when individuals or busi-
nesses want information they call the Chamber of Commerce. The
Chamber then gives out the contact information for its members.

Anything and everything that we know with regard to Oscoda County gets
promoted out of our office, by phone, visits to the office or by the internet via
our website and Facebook page. Whether it is a Chamber of Commerce for
Oscoda County sponsored event or not, the Chamber is a central clearing-
house for information. We try continually to increase our knowledge of Os-
coda County and use that knowledge to inform visitors that come each year.

Member Benefits include:

* Promotion of your business

» Oscoda County Shop Local Advertising

* Business Referrals

* Use of the Chamber Bulk Mail Permit

* Internet Advertising

« Discounted Health Insurance

* Business insurance discounts

* One stop location for area information

» Oscoda County Visitors Guide ad discount

We bring more visitors to the area
to increase local business with:

» Oscoda County Visitors Guide

* Chamber of Commerce website

* Facebook page

* Luzerne Call of the Wild Predator Hunt

« Fall Wine Tasting

« 4th of July Parades, Craft Show & Fireworks

Support Your Community while
promoting & increasing your business

www.OscodaCountyMi.org



Area Schools

Mio AuSable High School
Mio
Grades 9-12
Mio Au Sable Middle School
Mio
Grades 6-8
Mio Au Sable Elementary School
Mio
Grades PK, K-5

Fairview Area Schools
Fairview
Alternative
Grades PK, K-12

Animal Control
989-745-1910

Building Dept
989-826-1164

Clerk
989-826-1110

Commissioners
989-826-1130

Court Administrator
989-826-1107

District Court
989-826-1106

EMS
989-826-1131

Equalization
989-826-1103

Friend of the Court
989-826-3548
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Government

Oscoda County Offices
311 S. Morenci Ave, Mio, Ml 48647

Family Division
989-826-1115

Housing Dept/EDC
989-826-1123

Probate Court
989-826-1159

Prosecuting Attorney
989-826-1120

Register of Deeds
989-826-1116

Sheriff
989-826-3214

Treasurer
989-826-1113

Veteran's Affairs
989-786-0355

Hard Christmas I-Spy!

W e Wich Arriwities, LLT. AN Rights Resnasd Find s @ Woolv coms
Answers from page 85
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Area Services

Abstract - Title

Financial

ORYV Sales

Bell Title
300 S. Deyarmond - Mio
989-826-1920

Oscoda County Abstract
377 S. Mt. Tom Rd. - Mio
989-826-5832

Automotive

Auto Value
508 S. Morenci - Mio
989-826-3800

Banks

Northland Federal Credit Union
208 Morenci St. - Mio
989-826-1401

Building

D & D Renovations
danddrenovationslic@gmail.com
989-787-0392

Concrete - Excavating

Morse Concrete & Excavating
106 S. Vine - Mio
989-826-3975

Disposal

Doug’s Disposal
PO. Box 371 - Mio
989-826-5084

White House Disposal Service
84 W. Cherry Creek Rd. - Mio
989-826-3538

Florist

Asian Cactus Flowers & Gifts
1526 N. Abbe Rd. - Fairview
989-848-0981

Blamer’s Financial
620 S. Morenci - Mio
989-826-6040

Funeral Homes

Lashley Funeral Home Inc.
318 Pearl St. - Mio
989-826-5505

Hair Salon

CPD Hair Designs
107 E. 10th St. - Mio
989-889-5761

General Contractor

Mio Fence Company
569 N. Mt. Tom Rd. - Mio
989-826-8275

North Star Storage Barns
398 N. Mt. Tom Rd. - Mio
989-826-1000

The Woodworkers Shop
3308 N. Abbe Rd. - Comins
989-848-5408

WoodHaven Log and Lumber
1284 Mapes Rd. - Mio
989-826-8300

Insurance

Alpena Agency
215 S. Morenci - Mio
989-826-3743

Kirtland Agency
401 S. Morenci - Mio
989-826-3494

NuStar Insurance
56 Richard Drive - Mio
989-826-6607

Klimmek Sales & Service Inc.

1183 S. Mapes Rd. - Luzerne
989-826-3695

Northern Power Sports
30 E. Kneeland Rd. - Mio
989-826-3388

Physicians

Primary Care Inc.
558 Lockwood Ln. - Mio
989-826-3271

Propane

Blue Flame Propane
310 S. Morenci - Mio
989-826-5565

Repair Shops

American Collision
PO. Box 100 - Mio
989-826-3402

Big Creek Bump & Paint
2201 N. Deeter Rd. - Luzerne
989-826-5087

Blairs Service
210 S. Mt. Tom - Mio
989-826-5033

Cliffs Fairview Garage
1998 E. Miller Rd. - Fairview
989-848-2987

Mike's Auto

Repair & Glass Repair
525 Morenci - Mio
989-826-3775

Real Estate

Detrich Real Estate
607 S. Morenci Ave. - Mio
989-826-6100

Auto Value
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North Country Realty
60 S. Mt. Tom Rd. - Mio
989-826-3505

State Wide Real Estate Mio Inc.
102 W. 8th Street - Mio
989-826-3292

Sales

Carroll Broadcasting
523 Meadow Rd. - Tawas City
989-362-3417

Blarney Stone Broadcasting
6514 Old Lake Rd. - Grayling
989-348-6171

Septic

Lewiston Septic Service
Lewiston
989-786-4762

Surveyor'’s

J. Card Surveying LLC
3275 N. M33 - Rose City
989-685-5075

Timber

Welch Land and Timber
2557 N. M65 - Curran
989-848-5197

Trucking

Handrich Trucking
322 Mt. Tom Rd. - Mio
989-826-3677

Mio Fence
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Advertiser Index

A

G

o

Amy's Confection Connection 62

Asian Cactus Flower Shop 62

AuSable River Outfitters (back cover)
AuSable Valley Inn 14

AuSable Valley Snow Groomers, Inc. 62
AuSable View Lodge 8

Auto Value Mio 22

Bell Title Agency of Mio 22
Big Creek Bump & Paint 8
Bird Guide, Jim Dawe 40
Blair's Service 62

Blue Collar Clothing Co. 18

(9

Cedar Valley Golf Club 20
Cherry Creek Farms 18

Cliff's Fairview Garage Inc. 48
Copper Fox Lodge 16

Country Corners Bulk Foods 66
Country Feed Supply 20

CPD Hair Designs 48

D

D&D Renovations 16

Detrich Real Estate, Mike 18
Doug’s Disposal Service LLC 62
DJ's Scenic Bar & Restaurant 22

Dusty Rose Clothing Resale Shoppe 24

E

F

Fairview Berry & Flower Farm 35
Fairview Food Market 22

Fairview Hardware 16

Family Bookshelf (inside front cover)

Farmers Creamery 14

Gold Fox Lodge 14
Garland Lodge & Golf Resort 8

H

H&R Block — Blamer Financial 22
Handrich Trucking 16

Handy Dan Lawn Maintenance 22
Highland Lumber & Hardware 45

Hinchman Acres Resort — Canoes 10

J

J Card Surveying 56

K

Kirtland Agency Insurance 10

Klimmek Sales & Service 12

L

Lashley Funeral Home 20
Let's Talk Auction Company 56
Luzerne Express Campground 40

Luzerne Hardware 56

M

Ma Deeters 10

Mike's Auto & Glass Repair 12
Mio Fence Co. 8

Mio Moose 16

Mio Pine Acres Campground (inside front
cover)

Mio Pizza Shop 14

Morse Concrete & Excavating, Inc. 24

N

North Country Realty 24

Northern Michigan Relief Sale ??
Northern Power Sports of Mio 24, 40, 56
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